
  

 

The Call 
We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the 

Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God. 

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
4709 South Nellis Blvd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89121 

702-451-2483 

stmatts@lvcoxmail.com 

http://stmatthewslv.net/home.html 
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ALONG THE WAY 
 

 

Another Look at the Prodigal Son 
 
During this Lent, I heard, read and 
preached of an old familiar story, The 
Prodigal Son.  However this time I saw 
something I hadn’t quite noticed before. 
 
There are three well accepted personali-
ties in this story:  the Prodigal son, the 
Forgiving Father and the Resentful/
Jealous Older Son.  We hear about these 
often when the story is told or preached.  
This year I looked closer and I found a 

part in this story that was personal to me, a part of my life that it pointed to.  The 
fourth story I would add is that of the Repentant Son. 
 
The Repentant Son has to come to his senses and realize that he has made a 
“mess of things”, “screwed up”, and in short made some bad decisions.  While 
doing this, he realizes that he has hurt some people who loved him.  He now 
has not only to face the consequences of his actions, but he has to try to make 
amends for the hurt he has caused.  Going back home to face the music may 
be hard, but making amends is harder and more personal. 
 
I have a son, Cory, and he is my son, friend and confidant.  We are very close 
and recently he has been telling me stories about his life, with me, when I was 
a single father.   I was amazed at some of the things he and his friends did and 
got away with.  There was the incident of throwing fire crackers from the balco-
ny into a crowded school lunch room; shop lifting and being caught at a local 
hardware store and the time he made a too large smoke bomb in the bathroom.   
He also told of certain escapades and bar hopping while going to college here 
in Las Vegas.  Needless to say, I was surprised that I had missed so much and 
that he had gotten away with so much. 

 
Then we talked of the decision of him going to live with his mother in Phillips-
burg, New Jersey when he was 14.  For me this was a painful time, it involved 
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) for an interview with the child and 
the Courts.   
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ALONG THE WAY P2 
 

 

The outcome was that Cory was a matured and well ad-
justed child so the decision was to let him try ling with his 
mother for awhile.  If he changed his mind during this 
time, I could have him back home.  This decision not only 
shook me up but it made me quite angry, especially at 
him.  About three months later he called, “Dad, I made a 
mistake, I want to come home.”  Me blinded and hurt by 
my anger said, “You stay there.” 
We were both hurt by that decision, but the lessons we 
have learned have drawn us closer together.  Cory often 

talks of things he remembers us doing together.  We used to go exploring.  After 
church, we’d have lunch and then strike out across the desert in my 
Volkswagen Rabbit.  We’d follow trails or make our own.  We’d have his bud-
dies in for dinner and sometimes their fathers also.  We’d sit in the back yard at 
night on chaise lounges watching the airplanes on approach to McCarran and 
just talk, about anything. 
Now as we are reliving the goods and the bads of our relationship, I am also 
learning that I have needed to make some amends. I have apologized to my 
mother for being a very difficult son at times.  I remember not wanting her to 
date after my father’s death and making it clear to any fellow who showed up at 
the house. I remember also being overly assertive when I, home on vacation 
from Vietnam, prodded her to go to Walt Disney World and apply for a job.  She 
was resistant because she was embarrassed she had not finished high school.  
I was just as insistent because Disney had moved an employment office into 
our neighbor-hood.  Two weeks later, back in Vietnam, I received a letter from 
my mother telling me she had a job at Disney as a maid.  This turned out to be 
a 20 year blessing for her complete with retirement and benefits.  For me, it was 
a fight that I had won, but I was ashamed at the way I had done it. 
Now Cory and I talk frequently and at times we discuss our screw ups in life, at 
times and places that did not involve the other one.  His concern now is my 
health; he sees I am getting older and has vowed to come and take care of me 
if and when I should need it.  I of course tell him I’m OK and doing just fine. 

We are two repentant sons who have made amends to each other.  I find that I 
listen more to him now than before.  I don’t offer much advice and I give my 
opinion, only if asked. I hurt him and I hurt my mother by decisions I made out 
of anger.  I thank God, I’ve had a chance to repent. 
This is why the lesson of the Prodigal Son was so meaningful to me this Lent.  I 
fit very easily in his shoes!  Lionel 



5 

 

 

Thank You 
 

 

I want to thank you St. Matthew’s for the pot-
luck lunch and the gifts on Sunday.  It was a 
special day indeed; members from Holy Spirit 
were also present.  My you all did keep it a se-
cret! 
 
It has been a joy to work and serve here at St. 
Matthew’s alongside Christie.  I give thanks to 
Father (Bishop Michael Garrison) for guiding 
me along the Total Ministry tract and I especial-
ly thank you St. Matthew’s for issuing the call to 
ministry to me.  You are my friends and family.  
We’ve worked together, sweated together 
(remember the fireworks booth) studied togeth-
er, laughed together and even cried together.  
We’ve said goodbyes to people who have 

moved away and, too often, to people who have passed on.  It is your love, 
compassion, and support that has sustained me over these twenty years.   
 
When I first got the word of the call to deacon, I was totally surprised and told 
Stewart (Bishop Zabriskie) that I didn’t know if I could be that good (live the life-
style of what I thought clergy should live).  I told him I would try it for three 
years.  He agreed and said, if I wasn’t satisfied then he would let me quit.  Well 
you know the rest…… 
 
Satisfied, sanctified and having a great time! Thank you for letting me grow and 
share my ministry with you.  Again, you are my friends and family.  St. Mat-
thew’s is my rock! 
 
Lionel 
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Farewell 
 

 

We say fare-
well to Father 
Hilario and 
Ruth Cisne-
ros.  Father 
Hilario has 
been a priest 
for 21 years, 
first as a Ro-
man Catholic 
and the last 
three and a 
half as an 
Episcopal 
priest, here in 
our diocese.  
He came to 
Las Vegas 
from 

Waukegan, Illinois and has been instrumental in establishing Hispanic parishes 
at St. Matthew’s, St. Luke’s and St. Thomas.   
 
Establishing the Hispanic parishes were in addition to his being the assigned 
priest to St. Luke’s. At St. Matthew’s we found Father Hilario to be a spirit filled 
and energetic priest.  He built up the Hispanic congregation and presented a 
large number of congregants for baptism and confirmation.  The two congrega-
tions of St. Matthew’s worked well and often shared in services together.  San 
Mateo (the Hispanic congregation) has seat and voice on the vestry and Ruth 
Cisneros has served as the Education Coordinator.   
 
We wish Ruth and Hilario the very best as they leave for Hendersonville North 
Carolina and the parish of La Capella de Santa Maria.  It has been our pleasure 

to know and to serve with you. We will miss you! 
 
 
Vaya Con Dios! 
 
Lionel 
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Christie’s Corner 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia!   
 
Christ is risen!! 
 
Love’s redeem-
ing work is 

done, fought the 
fight, the battle 
won. 
Death in vain 
forbids him rise; 
Christ has 
opened para-
dise. 

 
Lives again our glorious King; where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Once he died our souls to save, where thy victory, O grave? 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, following our exalted Head; 

Made like him, like him we rise, ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 

 The Hymnal 1982, #188 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
“Ours the cross, the grave, the skies” exults Charles Wesley in Hymn #188 from 
The Hymnal 1982.  In these few words Wesley captures for me the essence of 
the mystery that is our salvation.  No slogging for us as Christians – only soar-
ing, if we keep our feet in the footprints of Christ who leads us on into the Great 
Fifty Days of Easter, and beyond.  No avoiding crosses and graves along the 
way – but the skies await, and the Lord’s hand has a firm grip on ours every 
step of the journey!  Love’s redeeming work IS done!!  

 
The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!!! 
 
Blessings, Christie+ 
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Christie’s Corner P2 
 

 

 
 

SAINT MATTHEW’S HOLY WEEK & 
EASTER WORSHIP 2013 

 
Palm Sunday March 24 
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Christie’s Corner P3 
 

 

THE MANDATUM & HOLY EUCHARIST  
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 
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Christie’s Corner P4 
 

 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER  

That Pesky Rabbit 

GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 
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Bishop’s Page 
 

 

HOW WILL YOU BE CHANGED? 

The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday is odd, paradoxical. It is odd because 
he is on a donkey. That is not at all fitting for a 
king. We understand kings as bosses, com-
manders, order-barkers, and men of dominat-
ing power. Kingly rulers came into shortly af-
ter 4,000 B.C.E. when horses were domesti-
cated. Until then, it was impossible to steal 
more than we could carry, so wars were hard-
ly worth the effort. Before the domestication 
of the horse, there were no standing armies, 
cities did not have walls, and there were no 
kingdoms to protect or enlarge. So the horse 
was the sign of power. Think of any movie set 
in the Ancient World where the powerful ty-
rant rides into town to claim his authority. He 

will at a minimum be on horseback, but if he has real clout, Lexus level authori-
ty, he’ll be in a chariot drawn by at least two horses.  
 Jesus rides into town on a donkey, no more intimidating than his pregnant 
mother was when she rode into town on donkey before giving him birth. Yet, 
people throng to greet him as a king. This is a different kind of king, one who 
does not command and compel, but rather invites, “Come follow me,” heals, 
“your faith has made you whole,” and blesses, “Blessed are those who mourn 
for they shall be comforted.”  
 Wisdom begins with recognizing what God is up to. Usually, people think 

God is absent until something knocks them flat or some circumstance beyond 

their control spins their life in an unexpected direction. Those things are certain-

ly part of life – like the  earthquake, a storm, or a fire on Mt. Horeb – but Elijah 

saw that God was not in the earthquake, the storm, or the fire. God was in the 

silence. When we are knocked flat or our lives spins out, that may not be God. 

God may be a kinder invitation that comes next. 

 Jesus does not charge into our lives on a warhorse or a chariot drawn by 

a team of warhorses. He comes to us in disarming humility, inviting us to follow 

him, to live as he lives, by the power of love instead of dominance, by faith in-

Photo from Dioceses of Nevada Web Page. 

http://www.episcopalnevada.org/media/k2/items/cache/8b6e33345ac8d5ffd9cf0d107a7d9e9d_XL.jpg
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Bishop’s Page P2 
 

 

instead of fear, by grace instead of merit.  
 Will such a life work like a talisman to ward off hardship? Will it work as the 
prosperity gospel preachers promise to insure that we will be healthy, rich, and have 
harmonious families? For Jesus, this way of life led to the Cross. He said to his first 
disciples, “Follow me.” As Holy Week drew near, he became more explicit, “Take up 
your cross and follow me.” 
 God does not afflict us. Jesus does not afflict us. Affliction is woven into life, as 
the night comes with the day, as mountains and valleys lie side by side – life is 10,000 
joys and 10,000 sorrows inextricably woven together. Jesus walks into all of life, so he 
walks through the sorrows, the deepest valley. Following Jesus is walking into the 
whole of life, the mountains and the valleys alike. 
 To walk the Way of the Cross with Jesus in Holy Week is to walk into the mys-
tery of the Resurrection on Easter. But who is raised? Who is the Risen Lord? Who 
are we when we are raised? 
 The Risen Lord bears the same identity as the crucified Lord. He still has the 
marks in his hands and his side. Yet, he is changed. He is new – so new that Mary 
does not recognize him in the Garden until he calls her name, so new that Thomas 
has to see the wounds to believe he is the Lord, so new the disciples do not recog-
nize him on the shore of Galilee until he repeats the miracle of giving them an impos-
sibly large catch of fish where they had been catching nothing, so new the disciples 
on the road to Emmaus walked with him for seven miles and did not recognize him 
until he blessed and broke the bread.  
 How was the Risen Lord different? Before the Crucifixion, Jesus wept over Je-
rusalem. He prophesied coming disaster. But after he had endured the disaster and 
been raised from it, he spoke in a new way. The urgency had fallen away. The dread 
had fallen away. He told them good news, that death itself had been overcome. He 
had conquered death. 
 Because the disciples had made Jesus their life, if he had become new, then 
they became new. Everything became new. “Behold,” Paul said, “if anyone is in Christ 
there is a new creation, everything has become new.” The disciples did not stop being 
disciples, followers of Jesus, but they became more than disciples. They became 
apostles, people sent out into the world to tell the good news.  
 So here is my question. After we notice Jesus riding humbly into our lives, after 

we walk the Way of the Cross with him, after we are raised on Easter, how shall be 

new? What fear, what dread, what guilt, what shame will have fallen away? What 

larger vision will we see? Who will we care for that we had previously ignored? Jesus 

is not going to put a gun to our head and make us better people. He doesn’t work that 

way. Jesus rides humbly into our lives to extend a gentle invitation to a larger, better 

life. What would that look like for you? 
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This And That 
 

 

Scheduling the Church and Bell House 
Anyone wishing to schedule any type of event for the Church or Bell House, 
contact Thelma Northrup before you make a decision to be sure there are no 
conflicts. Thelma can be reached at 702-889-3929. 
 

Clergy Easter Gift  
Thank you for your generosity.  It was 
the best that we have ever done.  I 
would like to continue this trend next 
year, as we have such caring and giv-
ing clergy serving us.  Thank You, 
 Barb Klein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Galilee Camperships  
 

Camp Galilee was way over budget on 
camperships such as Camp Spirit and 
so our Lenten Project is to help them 
rebuild their funds so they can offer 
camperships to needy children this 
year.  There is a jar in the Narthex for 
donations but if you prefer to give a 
check, please make it out to St. Mat-
thew's Diaconal Fund and give it to ei-
ther Carolyn or Thelma. 
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Visitors 
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is 

their first visit to St. Matthew’s.  You just might make a new friend or add a new member. 

Clinton Williams Jr. visited with us on 
March 10.  He is new to Las Vegas 
and is looking for a church.  He was 
active in his church,  St. James in 
Oakland, and is looking for a small 
church with ministries available.  We 
hope that he felt welcome and will 
come back and worship with us again. 

Leah Altis and Ryan Roper are from Bullhead City AZ and attend Holy Spirit.  They are 

new to Las Vegas.  Please welcome them to St. Matts. 
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Visitors P2 
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is 

their first visit to St. Matthew’s.  You just might make a new friend or add a new member. 

Susan Lopez and her friend visited us 
on Palm Sunday, we hope that they 
will come back. 

Juliet, Roger and Claire Curry visited us 

from the UK on March 24.  They are 

members of Holy Trinity in Whitney,  

England. 

Jim and Margaret Mitchell were visit-
ing from Canada on Palm Sunday.  
They are members of  St. Paul’s Ca-
thedral there in Kamlods Canada. 
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Prayer List 
Names    Prayer of Concern 
Alex & Candy   Healing 
Adam    Healing, strength 
   Adam’s family   Comfort 
Barbara    Comfort, strength, peace 
Belinda    Comfort, peace 
Charles    Healing, comfort 
Chris & family   Comfort, strength, peace 
David William   Comfort, strength, peace 
Dorothy     Strength, healing 
Greg & Amy   Healing, comfort 
James    Optimistic future with new job, strength 
Jeffrey    Continued healing  
Jerry and his family  Comfort, strength, peace 
Judith    Healing, peace 
Fr. Lloyd    Healing, comfort, strength 
Margaret    Healing 
Mary P    Healing, relief from pain, comfort 
Rev. Mary    Comfort, strength 
Nina & Paul   Comfort, healing, strength 
Pat     Healing, comfort 
Ralph    Comfort, strength, peace 
Sandy & Angie   Strength 
Suzi     Healing 
Taryn,  (Holy Spirit)  Blessings, stable health 
   Taryn’s family    Comfort 
Valerie    Comfort, strength, peace 
   Rick    Healing, strength, comfort  
 
Christ Church   Guidance  
Holy Spirit Church, Bullhead AZ Guidance 
St Matthew’s Family Thoughtfulness of others 
Men & Women of Armed Services Safety 
For those who travel Blessings 
Citizens of Haiti   Recovery, comfort, strength, peace 
 
Call Carolyn Shannon at 702/454-7757 or Rose Marie Pickell at 702/736-6917 
to advise concerns and/or thanksgiving.  3/31/13 



17 

 

Food Pantry 
4/7   Cereal 

4/14    Jelly 

4/21  Canned Fruit 

4/28  Tuna 
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Church Leadership 

Warden                     Marianna Gorczyca* 

Associate Warden   Barbara Klein 

Treasurer                 Gail Doloway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS 

Worship:    Rev. Christie Leavitt 

                      Rev. Lionel Starkes 

                       Rev. Hilario Cisneros 

Music:          Janet Tyler 

Service:         Rev. Carolyn Shannon 

   Rev. Pamela Radke 

Postulant: Richard Smallwood 

Administrator:            Debbie Preston 

Buildings & Grounds:   Ralph Armstrong * 

Education:                    Ruth Cisneros * 

Evangelism:                   Barbara Klein * 

Worship:                        Carol Wolverton * 

Family Concerns:          Rose Marie Pickell* 

Fellowship:                    Addie Arnold * 

Stewardship:                  Anna Maldonado* 

Priest Associate:            Rev. Jan Olandese 

Prayer List:                   Rose Marie Pickell & Rev. Carolyn Shannon 

The Call:               Larry Wood 

*Denotes Vestry Member 


