The Call
We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the
Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God.

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
4709 South Nellis Blvd.
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702-451-2483
stmatts@lvcoxmail.com
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ALONG THE WAY
Let’s Go Shopping
Let’s go shopping! I know a place where there are excellent
bargains, surprising items, and the sales persons are
friendly. Why, this place is just like the general store you
used to find in small towns throughout America. Sometimes there is even hot food and drinks for sale by members of the church for a specific project.
Do you know this place? Of course you do, it is St. Matthew’s yard sale and it is open the second Saturday of
each month, with the exception of July and August. Those two months are just
too hot, and the workers can stay home and hopefully cool it.
Each month, you don’t know what new and interesting thing you will find at the
yard sale. Would you like some golf clubs that used to belong to the former
governor, Jim Miller? Well, you are too late some one bought them. We did
have items donated to us by the former congressmen Bilbray and Bryan.
From time to time we have refrigerators, stoves, sofas, dining room sets, outdoors furniture, tools, wheel chairs, barber chairs, large room rugs, tools,
shoes, stuffed toys, clothes, and even animal cages. In addition to the clothes,
pots and pans there is no telling what if for sale at this yard sale. Be careful
you don’t lay anything down that belongs to you, it might be sold! (one time we
almost sold Sylvia Speed’s shoes).
The yard sale at St. Matthew’s has been going for 10 to 12 years and has generated over $100,000.00 to St. Matthew’s during this time. The money goes to a
building and maintenance fund. This has allowed us to replace 5 swamp coolers with 5 rooftop heating and cooling units, remodel the bathrooms, repair the
leaking sanctuary roof, make Bell House accessible to all by putting in the
handicap ramp, repaint the inside (and outside) of the church and hang new
lights, seal the parking lot, replace the carpeting in the altar area and too also
remodel the downstairs bathroom in Bell House. There are probably some
things that I have forgotten, but we are all benefiting from. See, I almost forgot
that it allowed us to purchase the storage pod at the end of the parking lot. OH
HAPPY DAY! Purchasing and putting the pod in place made it so much easier
to get to the stored items and stopped us from having to drag items from the
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storage shed in
the back of the
church. We either carried the
large items
around the
church or, if
they were
smaller, through
the kitchen.
The closeness
of the pod also
saved our
backs.
I’ve spoken of
the repairs or
fixes the yard
sale has allowed us to do
at St. Matthew’s. The best is that we have paid for them all by ourselves. We
have not had to borrow from the banks or the Diocese.
Once St. Matthew’s used to have a spring and fall yard sale, while the major
fund raiser seemed to be the fireworks booth sales (June 28th to July 4th). Now
of course, this was a hot endeavor and as competition grew from other groups,
selling for their charities or churches, the amount of money we made dropped.
About this time, Mary Allred and Jerry Allred thought a thrift store might be good
for St. Matthew’s. Mary approached the vestry with the idea three times and
was turned down twice. Perhaps it was because it would require that we give
up one of our three Sunday school class rooms and also we didn’t think we
would have the donated stuff to sustain a thrift store.
Boy, were we wrong! So much stuff came in that we decided to have a monthly
yard sale along with the store being open. Now our yard sale has become a
part of the neighbor hood. We have regular shoppers who come every month.
Our prices are the lowest around. Where can you get a pair of shoes for 50
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cents, a shirt or a blouse for $1.00, a coat or jeans for $2.00, a refrigerator for
$50.00, a sleeper sofa for $75.00 and area rugs for $20.00 and up? Although
our prices are cheap, we still make a profit.
This is our outreach for the community and from time to time we even gain new
members as a result. While we are selling, we are also giving of our ministry.
We evangelize, share our story and help people with their spiritual quests. We
pray for people, allow people to sit and pray quietly in the church, and I’ve even
heard confessions while the sale was going on.
The yard sale is a vital part of the St. Matthew’s ministry and like many other
endeavors requires a lot of behind the scenes work. First there are the ladies
(Addie, Barbara, Carol Margaret and Marianna) who sort and price the items.
They choose and clean serviceable items that can be sold. Many times on
Monday or Friday while they are pricing, they give out food from our pantry or
clothing to homeless or needy people who come to the church seeking help.
They also work the sale on the 2nd Saturday of the month.
Getting the items displayed begins early on that Saturday morning, Donna, Carol, Addie, Marianna, Larry, Lionel, Ralph and now members from the 2 p.m. Hispanic service arrive at 6:30 a.m. or a few minutes later to set up. This means
getting items out of the classrooms, out of the pod and setting them up for display. There are the smaller items that will be displayed on the patio while larger
items like furniture, refrigerators, stoves, etc. are displayed in the parking lot. It
is quite a hustle to get the items out and ready for the 8 a.m. opening of the
yard sale. At 8 a.m. the sale opens and it will close at 2 p.m. At 1:30 p.m. we
will begin to repack the items for storage and drag them back into the classrooms or the pod.
We need help! We need helpers to clean items, to sell items, and to put out
and take in after the sale. We also need your help in reducing our workload.
Please give us clean serviceable items that are in working condition. Chances
are that if it doesn’t work for you—it won’t work for anyone else. It would also
help if the item is clean, free of dirt from a long storage. We do want your items
and even more important—We Want You! Please do consider being a part of
this vital ministry at St. Matthew’s. Come meet our neighbors and the friendly
people who stop by monthly because this is the best yard sale in town.
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Christmas at St. Matts

December 21, 2013 5 PM Cantata, service to
follow
December 23, 2013 7 PM The Los Posada
December 24, 2013 Christmas Eve Service
Spanish 6PM/Anglican 8PM
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WHAT IS THIS "MISSION" THING THEY KEEP TALKING ABOUT?
“Mission” is the watchword of the day in church circles. Bishop Katharine says,
“The heartbeat of the church is mission, mission, mission.” Ok, but what is it?
Who made it up? And why does it matter?
The word “mission” has a lot of associations for church folks. It conjures up little
Spanish buildings like the Alamo. It reminds us of mission churches on Native
reservations. We think of mission trips to Africa. Mission has meant providing
life saving health care and economic development. Mission has spread the
good news of God’s love. “Publish glad tidings.” It has also been (usually unwittingly) a stalking horse for exploitation and oppression. The saintly Albert
Schweitzer was followed by the colonial profiteer Cecil Rhodes. When some
speak of the “missional church” these days, they are likely to mean loose associations of spiritual but not religious people meeting in secular locations to engage in spiritual discourses and rituals that are intentionally and emphatically
“not Church, not religious, not institutional” etc. So when someone says
“mission,” I listen closely to sniff out what – if anything – they mean.
That said, I believe the word is vitally important. So what does it really mean? It
may help to put all our churchy associations with “mission” and on the shelf for
a few minutes and start instead with a military association (sorry pacifists). In
the military, the mission is what the team (unit, platoon, squadron, battalion,
regiment, etc.) exists to do. The mission holds them together. They aren’t together as social friends. They share a common mission. Each member is willing
to sacrifice himself to accomplish it. The mission is a group goal that is more important than anyone’s individual agenda. It is what must be done, no matter
what. Mission has urgency about it. We lay down our preferences for it. We
work with people we don’t necessarily even like for the sake of the mission.
When the Church speaks of Christ’s mission, it means God is up to something
in the world and has entrusted the job to us. We are God’s agents. Right away,
this challenges some common assumptions about Christianity. A lot of folks
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think it’s about individuals holding
the right doctrinal opinions or experiencing the right religious feelings,
and as a reward they go to heaven
instead of hell. That is a very common view of Christianity. But it is
surprising how little evidence you
can find for that brand of religion in
the Gospels, the Creeds, or the
teachings of the Early Church. Instead we find a wealth of evidence
that Jesus lived, died, and rose
again to usher in something he
called the Kingdom of God. The
Kingdom is a radical reversal of the ways of the world, so that love instead of
money makes the world go round, the first becomes last and the last first, the
lion lays down with the lamb, the hungry are filled with good things and the rich
are sent empty away. The Kingdom is so different from our ordinary experience
that Jesus can only point toward it with provocative surprise ending zinger stories (parables, “The Kingdom of God is like . . . ..” Even Jesus could not say
what the Kingdom is, only that it is like this or like that. But it is like something
surprising and joyful and utterly new. Being the vanguard for a new way of living
is a tall task. “If anyone is in Christ, look! A new creation!” It’s a big, big deal.
When congregations fall into a moldy habit of meeting regularly, just trying to
keep the doors open, offering each other spiritual support, but not engaging the
world outside their walls, they are apt to do little harm in the world – but they
are not engaged in the mission. They may be Christians in their beliefs but they
are deserters in their common life. As a result, not much happens in their souls.
The mission changes people’s lives by giving them a whole new purpose “to
live not for self alone but for him who lived and died for us.”
So just what is the mission? My way of finding it is to take the Gospels and
stack them up against the on-the-ground situation in which we live. What does
the Gospel tell us about human trafficking, domestic violence, pandemics, poverty, environmental degradation, the threat of genocide in the Central African
Republic? We are the Body of Christ. What does the Body of Christ do in the
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face of such things? Karl Barth began each day reading the Bible and the
newspaper – together. Not a bad way to find the Kingdom mission.
For those who want to have the answer spelled out a bit clearer in advance, we
have some guides from the Church. We might start with the Catechism. The
mission of the Church is “to reconcile all people to God and each other in
Christ.” The world is spiritually bleeding to death from the wounds of broken relationships. We have been given the job of healing those wounds. Who is at
odds in the world today? The Church’s job is to bring them together and make
peace. If we don’t know how to do that, it’s our job to learn.
Another helpful guide is the Five Marks of Mission adopted by the Episcopal
Church and the Anglican Communion:
1. Proclaim the gospel (evangelism)2. Baptize and nurture new beliers
(sacraments & education)3. Merciful service to those in need (charity)4. Transform unjust structures (advocacy)5. Care for the earth (environmental care)
It makes for a good checklist. A congregational meeting or a vestry might have
a good World Café style discussion asking two questions:
1. What are we doing on each of the marks of mission?2. What could we do on
each of the marks of mission that we are not doing now?
I suspect most churches would find that they are already doing more on each of
the marks than they know. I am positive any church that dares ask these questions would find interesting, even fun, new ways to go about making the path
straight for Christ and his Kingdom.
This may be a heresy to the dogmas of modern management. But I don’t put
that much stock in “mission statements.” I don’t put that much stock in any strategic plan if it was made over four months ago. But I believe everything depends on our asking earnestly and often what we are doing and what we intend
to do in the immediate future to overturn the ways of the world with the ways of
God. What are we doing to connect people with Jesus? What are we doing
now, this month, to teach people authentic Christianity as distinguished from the
imposter religion that has stolen our identity and wrecked our reputation? Who
is hurting that needs our tangible material kindness? What injustice is hiding in
the shadows needing to be exposed and reversed? What part can we play in
restoring balance to our God-given eco-system? We may not come up with the
right answers. We may not be able to act on the answers we come up with. But
we can at least ask the right questions – ask them often and ask them seriously.
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Visitors
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is
their first visit to St. Matthew’s. You just might make a new friend or add a new member.
Robert came to visit November 3,
2013. He had a nice chat with Christie. We hope that he will return.

Paul and Joseph came to worship with us
November 3, 2013. We hope that they
will come back again.

Jean Blitz was visiting Las Vegas
from Livingston, Texas and we were
so happy that she came to worship
with us.

10

Visitors
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is
their first visit to St. Matthew’s. You just might make a new friend or add a new member.
Dough was visiting from Montana.
We are so happy that he chose St.
Matthew’s to worship Sunday November 3, 2013.

Ciaira brought her friend Tiffany to
church November 3, 2013. Tiffany enjoyed her visit, we hope that she will
come back soon.

Clarisa and Chalyn brought their
friends Kenya and Emoni to church
November 10, 2013. They seemed
to enjoy Sunday School. We hope
that they will come back soon.
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Visitors
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is
their first visit to St. Matthew’s. You just might make a new friend or add a new member.
Gloria Martinez and Diana Lopez
came to worship with us November
10, 2013. Diana goes to the same
school as Clarisa and volunteered to
help her with the fund raiser that she
is working on. They are selling bracelets and hearts. Talk to Clarisa about
the fund raiser.

John Verzelli was visiting on Thanksgiving Day with us. He and Jeremiah had a
nice conversation.

Hoa came to join us on Thanksgiving
day and helped out with the meal
preparations. She is from Vietnam
and is one of Lionel’s neighbors.
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Choir
Please join us for
The 2013 Christmas Cantata

Featuring: The St. Matthew’s Choir
Under the direction of Mrs. Janet Tyler
Saturday, December 21st
5:00 p.m.
Our Church Service will follow the Cantata
at approximately 5:30 p.m.
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Warden’s Words

How wide is the rug?
Well! It is December already! It is time for me to look back over the year and see
what we accomplished at St. Matthew’s. Given the amount of ideas that pour in, I
see that we managed a fair amount. There will be more detail in my report for the
annual meeting. There are always more ideas than there are volunteers to do the
work. The reason projects are slow is that there are not enough people involved
in the process, communication is poor, and, they have been large projects.
January 14 will be a vestry meeting.
January 26 will be the ANNUAL MEETING. This is the meeting where you, the
congregation, vote for a new Sr. Warden, Jr. Warden and anyone else coming off
the vestry. I would like to hand off the many keys to the kingdom to a new warden.
In addition, Bishop Dan will be making his 2014 scheduled visitation on 26 January. Yes! I know he was just here. I believe it will be a combined Misa/Anglo Service. (Don’t quote me yet). Surely, there will be enough food for an army!
Marianna Gorczyca, Sr.Warden

14

Veterans' Day

Our veterans came forward for a blessing to celebrate Veterans Day. Please
thank each and every one of them for their service to our country and ask them
about their military service.
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Our Dogs
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Deacon’s Dialog

The advent tree is blossoming with gloves for the needy to be given out on December 19 at Christ Church. We need at least 100 pair of gloves or mittens to go
with the 100 scarves and 100 hats that Daughters of the King have made or purchased. We have one more service to bring them and place them on the tree. If
you would like to join us in the distribution, meet us at church at 9:00 am on December 19.
Deacon Pam Radke
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Prayer List
Alex & Candy
Audrey
Barbara
Cathie
Diana
Dorothy
Eleanor
Joe & Goldie
Judith
Fr. Lloyd
Margaret
Mary P
Matthew
Nina & Paul
Pat
Peggy
Sandy & Angie
Suzie
Taryn (Holy Spirit)
Taryn’s family
Valerie
Rick

Healing
Healing
Comfort, strength, peace
Comfort
Strength
Strength, healing
Healing, comfort
Comfort, strength; death of daughter
Healing, peace
Healing, comfort, strength
Healing
Healing, relief from pain, comfort
Inner peace, strength
Comfort, healing, strength
Healing, comfort
Peace, faith
Strength
Healing
Blessings, stable health
Comfort
Comfort, strength, peace
Healing, strength, comfort

Holy Spirit Church, Bullhead AZ Guidance
St Matthew’s Family
Compassion for all
Men & Women of Armed Services Safety
For those who travel
Blessings
Citizens of Haiti
Recovery, comfort, strength, peace
People of Philippine Islands Recovery, comfort, strength, peace
Call Carolyn Shannon at 702/454-7757 or Rose Marie Pickell at 702/736-6917
to advise concerns and/or thanksgiving.
11/12/2013
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Church Leadership
Warden
Marianna Gorczyca*
Associate Warden Barbara Klein
Treasurer
Gail Doloway

DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS
Worship:
Rev. Christie Leavitt
Rev. Lionel Starkes
Rev. Jorge Hernandez
Music:
Janet Tyler
Service:
Rev. Carolyn Shannon
Rev. Pamela Radke
Candidate: Richard Smallwood
Administrator:
Debbie Preston
Buildings & Grounds: Ralph Armstrong and Jack Reasoner *
Education:
Christie Leavitt *
Evangelism:
Valerie Hartlage *
Worship:
Carol Wolverton *
Family Concerns:
Anna Maldonado *
Fellowship:
Addie Arnold *
Stewardship:
Gail Doloway *
Priest Associate:
Rev. Jan Olandese
Prayer List:
Rose Marie Pickell & Rev. Carolyn Shannon
The Call:
Larry Wood
*Denotes Vestry Member
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