The Call
We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the
Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God.

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
4709 South Nellis Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89121
702-451-2483
stmatts@lvcoxmail.com
http://stmatthewslv.net/home.html
February Newsletter 2013

Table of Contents
Page
1
2
3-5
6-7
8-9
10
11-12
13
14
15
16-17
18
19

Item
Cover, Artwork by Vina Curtis
Table of Contents
Along the Way and Across the River, Lionel
Christie’s Corner, Christie
Deacon’s Dialog, Carolyn, and Pam
Family Meeting, Thelma
This and That
Visitors
Prayer List, Rose Marie
Food Pantry
Lorraine’s Memorial Service
The Lorraine We Never Knew, Larry
Church Leadership

2

ALONG THE WAY
Who Will Love the Children?
My favorite scene in Las Vegas is not the Strip,
not the brightly colored billboards of the advertisements on the cabs and buses. My favorite
scene is that of little children going to school
early in the morning. They are walking along
and in some instances they are running. Here
they are enthused, energetic, and purposeful on
their way to learn. As I look at them, I see that
the clothes are colorful and clean; there are
smiles on their faces and they are hurrying
along so that they can be on time. Some of the
children are being walked to school by a mother,
father, grandmother, grandmother, a sibling or some other family member.
Many times the mother may be pushing strollers with younger children in them.
As I watch this scene, I know these children are loved and cared for.
I will at times, however, remember other children I’ve seen and even gotten to
know when I worked at the Clark County Health District. Here I went into
neighborhoods and homes where the picture of the children was different. Instead of energy, there would be dullness. Instead of being cared for and loved,
many of the children were simply tolerated. Some of them were treated as
though they were irritants, conceived, but not wanted. Some of these children
were the byproducts of a want for drugs or money. The want was satisfied by
giving sex for the drugs or for the money. Often the children were not clean, the
clothes were scant, dirty and diapers, on the child, may have been wet and feces filled for several hours. Each time I would go into a home and see a situation like this, I would get angry at society and the women who brought these
children into the world. To myself I would not call them mothers, I called them
breeders.
Why be angry at society? There are those who loudly reject the idea of birth
control – being given information about it or even using it. From my viewpoint, I
know preventing pregnancy would have prevented the situations I saw. I saw
children who, though normal, were handicapped as a result of the situation they
lived and grew in. I saw children who were not nurtured, many times meagerly
fed, and in many cases were subjected to verbal and physical abuse. This I
found in neighborhoods throughout Las Vegas where drugs were being used in
the home or sex exchange was being conducted.
3

ALONG THE WAY P2
I am haunted by the remembrance of a brother and sister I
met at Camp Spirit, two years ago. Camp Spirit is the
camp week at Camp Galilee for children, 6 to 12 years old
(used to include teenagers, bur hormones got to be a
problem), whose parents or family members are in prison
or long term lock up in jail. The boy wouldn’t eat and continually said he wasn’t hungry. He and his sister seemed
to have no energy, they didn’t run and play like the rest of
the kids. They hung back and were more watchers. In
talking to the boy and his sister, trying to persuade him to
eat, it came out that they could go for days not eating. A
child not eating, not being hungry for days? Immediately
my street knowledge kicked in! I became concerned that
these children may have, at these times, been given methamphetamine (meth) so that they wouldn’t be hungry. I
discussed this with their counselor and the camp nurse.
This required being looked into by child welfare or social
services. If it was done, I don’t know. The children were
from the Reno area. If they were from the Las Vegas area, I would have done the follow-up.
Why did I suspect meth was being given to the kids? A co-worker confided to
me that her parents often gave her and her siblings meth so that they wouldn’t
be hungry or asking them for food. The money that would have been for food
was often spent on drugs. This was also validated by conversations with meth
users I know.
Still, in the ugliness of the negative child situations, I saw grandmother, grandfathers, older sisters and brothers, even aunts and uncles coming to the aid of
many of these children. They would take them into their homes. Their love and
goodwill put a bit or normalcy into the children’s lives. Sometimes it would be a
foster parent.
Last weekend, I met a talented teenager. She excels academically in
high school, participates in cheerleading, dancing and boxing. She writes poetry and draws. She says enthusiastically, “I love church.” She plans to go to college. She is one of three sisters who are/were in foster care. The oldest sister
aged out of foster care, she turned 18, the youngest sister has a child and is
pregnant again. This young lady, though, is blossoming in the foster care home
she is in.
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ALONG THE WAY P3
The question I have is, “Who will love
the children?” Who of us will step into
the life of a child to give hope and
love. Who among us will give that reassuring smile, that hug or that attention that will encourage a child to
know there will be a better day for
them. Who among us will answer as
Isaiah did, “Here am I, send me I will
go?” Lionel
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Christie’s Corner
This meditation from Celtic Daily
Prayer (Aidan Readings, December
8 and December 9) seems perfect
to sit with as we prepare to enter
into the season of Lent, with its sorrow for sin and its search for improvement.
Jesus turned and looked at Peter.
Everything was in that look: disappointment, love, forgiveness. One
look, and he was perfectly known,
perfectly discovered.
“Take me often from the tumult of
things into Thy presence. There
show me what I am and what Thou
has purposed me to be. Then hide
me from Thy tears.”
From Hebridean Altars
God doesn’t see me the way I do…
I look all the time into a distorted
mirror that exaggerates some features and makes others disappear.
God sees a true picture of me with
all my faults and limitations, but
more than this He sees a picture of
all the possibilities and potential I hold.
‘Just let Me get my hands on this one,’ He thinks, and then just wait and see
what the finished picture will be.
Feast of the Presentation Celebration Sunday, February 3
The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple, also
called Candlemas, is celebrated forty days after Christmas, on February 2.
The Feast of the Presentation celebrates the presentation of Jesus in the temple forty days after his birth, and the meetings with Anna and Simeon, who recognized the infant Jesus as “a light to enlighten the nations”. Latino tradition includes dressing and bringing to the church statues of the infant Jesus on this
day.
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Christie’s Corner P2

St. Matthew’s will celebrate this year with a feast including tamales and salads
following the 2 pm Eucharist. The party is headed up by those of us who found
small plastic “babies” in our pieces of Rosca de Reyes (King’s Cake) on the
Feast of the Epiphany
Come celebrate the presentation at the 2:00 service, and enjoy this worship
and fellowship opportunity!
Shrove Tuesday Pancakes February 12
The annual St. Matthew’s Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be held from
6:00 to 8:00 pm on Shrove Tuesday, February 12. Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday have been a tradition in many countries for centuries.
Originally, pancakes provided a last “feast” before the beginning of the Lenten
fast, and were a way to use up milk, eggs, fats, and sugar (all considered to be
“feast” foods at that time) before Lent began.
The sign-up sheet is posted at the kitchen hatch. Sign up to bring “the fixins” –
pancake mix, sausage, bacon, eggs, and juice, and to help set up, cook [two
shifts), and clean up. Come one, come all! Sign up, help, and have one last
blast before Lent! Questions? Ask Addie Arnold (435-1353).
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Deacon’s Dialog
By the time this is printed and sent out I will have been to St.
Jude’s with the cards you all gave as well as to Harley Harmon
with the school supplies and scarves generously donated. Thank
you so much for your support in these ministries.
We now have a need for consistent transportation for the Bauer
sisters. The adult Sunday School will be bringing them to church
each Sunday in time for their Sunday School. Our need is in giving rides home. Until we have a Family Concerns coordinator in
Vestry I am doing the scheduling. We so far have three folks
who will do the transporting home. The more volunteers we can
get the less the others will have to do it. Please let me know if
you’re willing. The goal is no more than once a month or so.
Thank you. Carolyn

Principles of Community by Pam
I am an expression of God’s love as I participate with courage and honesty in
the process of examining my own spiritual health and that of our spiritual community.
Let’s read this together, slowly. Wait prayerfully for a few minutes for it to sink
into your heart.
What does it mean to you?
Expression of God’s love
Participate with courage and honesty
My own spiritual health
What does it mean to be responsible for one’s own spiritual health?
Are there times when I am not feeling up to snuff? Am more out of sorts at this
time than others? What is my responsibility during those times? Do I need to
be here in Church then? Absolutely! Do I need to move away from people who
antagonize me when I am not feeling up to it? Can I take responsibility for expressing my need to be “alone” in worship for the day? Can I take responsibility
for being told that someone else needs space without feeling offended?
Our spiritual community
Who is that? How do we examine our own spiritual health and that of our spiritual community?
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Deacon’s Dialog P2
Principles of Community by Pam, Continued
What happens when someone offends me? How do I react? Is it
what Christ would have me do?
Can I acknowledge the feelings and
rise above them? Or what do I
need to do to deal with those feelings without striking out verbally or
otherwise at the person of Christ
who offended me?
What happens when I try to do too
much? Am I taking jobs away from
others? What does that say about
me? About others? How could that
offend them? Do I need to not sit in
the same place every week surrounded by the same people or do I need to
practice moving around the room every couple of weeks or so?
How do I ask for forgiveness? How do I forgive others? After asking for forgiveness, how do I change my future behavior? It is more than saying “I’m sorry for _________.” In order for forgiveness to be meaningful, there needs to be
a change in behavior. Is this easy? No! Is it necessary? Yes! Will it happen
all at once? No! Will we need to continue to need support from others as we
change our behavior? Yes. Here is where prayer comes in. Ask for it from the
one you have offended, ask for it from others who support you in your growth as
a Christian.
Let’s read the statement one more time. Listen to each other and to yourself.
Take this home and think about how you answered the questions. Take notes
and save them for the discussion after we finished looking at the rest of the
principals. Amen.
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Family Meeting
The annual family meeting was
called to order
at 11:45 AM by
Sr. Warden Marianna Gorczyca
on Sunday, January 20, 2013.
Minutes of the
previous year
were read and
approved as
were the proposed by-law
amendments.
Marianna Gorczyca was elected Sr. Warden
for another one
year term. Vestry members elected were: Anna Maldonado, Carol Wolverton and Valerie
Hartlage, each for a 3 year term.
Delegates to the convention: Thelma Northrup and Carol Wolverton.
Alternates to convention and to the two wardens: Ralph Armstrong, Bob Leavitt,
Anna Maldonado and BettyJean Reasoner.
The annual reports of clergy and committees presented in booklet form were
approved as printed.
Treasurer Gail Doloway presented the budget for 2013 and after all questions
were answered the budget was approved as printed.
Rev. Pamela Radke proposed a program “Principles of Community” sanctioned
by the Standing Committee which she would like to present each Sunday and
Saturday after the announcements. By a show of hands she was asked to continue with the program at 5:30 on Saturday and on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m.
Meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.
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This And That
Jeff Addiego’s Retirement

Thirty six of us gathered for Jeff’s retirement
dinner at Henry’s American Grill 1/25/2013.
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This And That
Jeff Addiego’s Retirement
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This And That
Barb Klein Clergy Appreciation
With Easter being quite early this year I wanted to let you all know that I will
again be collecting for the monetary gift we give our Clergy each year. I will
have more to say on this in the March Call but this puts you all on notice that I
will be collecting money for this. I will be happy to accept money anytime towards our gift to the Clergy....Thank You. Barb Klein

Aja Directing at Silverado High School
Aja is directing the short, one-act play, “To
Burn a Witch.” She would love for everyone to come see the production, and to
support live theater, and her classmates.
Come and enjoy the show!
Ticket Prices:

General Admission: $8
Seniors & Students: $5
Up Front Seating:

$15

Computer Class
The senior computer class has been put on hold until after Nancy’s surgery. If
you would like to learn more about a computer and how to use it, call Larry
Wood and get on the list to take the class.

Adult Sunday School
The adult Sunday School Class will soon begin a study of John Bunyan’s “The
Pilgrim’s Progress,” a true Christian classic published in 1678.
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Visitors
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is
their first visit to St. Matthew’s. You just might make a new friend or add a new member.
Barbara Olson visited us January 13,
2013 and came back January 20 and
brought a friend.

Scott and Amanda Plehn, Christie’s nephew
visited on January 20, 2013. It sure was
great to see Scott again and meet his wife
and their son, Denton. Denton will soon be
celebrating his first birthday.

Tony came to visit us on January 13,
then came back on the 20th. Please
introduce yourself to him and make
him feel welcome.
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Prayer List
Names
Prayer of Concern
Alex & Candy
Healing
Adam
Healing, strength
Adam’s family
Comfort
Barbara
Comfort, strength, peace
Belinda
Comfort, peace
Charles
Healing, comfort
David William
Comfort, strength, peace
Dorothy
Strength, healing
Greg & Amy
Healing, comfort
James
Optimistic future with new job, strength
Jerry and his family
Comfort, strength, peace
Joe
Continued healing, strength
Judith
Healing, peace
Laurie
Healing, comfort
Fr. Lloyd
Healing, comfort, strength
Mary P
Healing, relief from pain, comfort
Nina & Paul
Comfort, healing, strength
Pat
Healing, comfort
Ralph
Comfort, strength, peace
Suzi
Healing
Tammy
Healing, strength, comfort
Taryn, (8-yr old Holy Spirit) Blessings, stable health
Taryn’s family
Comfort
Valerie
Comfort, strength, peace
Rick
Healing, strength, comfort
Thanksgiving for the life of Lorraine and comfort for her family
Christ Church
Holy Spirit Church, Bullhead AZ
St Matthew’s Family
Men & Women of Armed Services
For those who travel
Citizens of Haiti

Guidance
Guidance
Thoughtfulness of others
Safety
Blessings
Recovery, comfort, strength, peace

Call Carolyn Shannon at 702-454-7757 or Rose Marie Pickell at 702-806-9819 to
advise concerns and/or thanksgiving. 1/30/13
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Food Pantry
2/3

Tuna Fish

2/10

Vienna Sausage

2/17

Stew

2/24

Applesauce
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Lorraine’s Memorial Service

A Memorial service should be - joy over the life of
the one who has left us. A time of remembrance, of
laughter, perhaps to share a tear or two, but mostly
to share our individual memories of the person
whose life we are there to celebrate! In Lorraine's
case, there was simplicity in our recall as there was
in the way she lived her life. We talked of her love
for the kids and how she lived always putting their
needs and wants above anything for herself?

Isn't that what we are taught when we are asked to put God and our family and
neighbors before ourselves?
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Lorraine’s Memorial Service P2
Her continuous strength of spirit and ongoing perseverance no matter what life might
throw at her was always inspiring. In fact, it seems to me she sort of "expected" hard
times like some of us "expect" hot weather in summer. But like the old watch ads, Lorraine just kept on "ticking".
As I listened to her friends speak, I was stuck by how different though how alike their
memories were. Remarks could be very short or a bit longer but each described aspects of strength, courage, love and dedication. To have these words define your life at
its end on this level are indeed high praise and one we can all strive to achieve as well.
In my recall, it was the fact that she was a very "intuitive" person, seeing beyond ones
facade and having genuine concern for the people around her, that first attracted me.
When I stand to speak, I don't think much of what I'll say, especially in times like this. I
trust in God, just open my mouth and let Him go. To me, Lorraine was a Christian in
the "truest" sense of that word. She didn't shout her beliefs from the rooftops or in front
of the "temple" as we hear in the Bible. She lived her faith, each day. If you were
lucky, she shared that faith with you.
One day at the hatch, she said "come and talk with me for a minute". We got our drinks
and donuts and sat down. She asked how I was and as I recall it, I said "fine". She
asked again, I repeated my answer. The third time, she informed me I was not "fine" she could see the pain in my eyes and on my face. She wanted to know what she
could do to make things easier for me. This was my introduction to the "intuitive" short
lady in the last pew who wouldn't give up if she saw a need and wanted to help. In talking about her girls and my kids and grands we often laughed about moments of being
at ones wit's end with a given situation. She gave me a hug and whispered. I just tell
myself, "This too shall pass". She would sometimes reach out and clasp my hand as I
returned from the altar exchanging that phrase with me and it never failed to life my
spirits. Her "sharings" were insightful, oft times provocative, and always both desired
and humorous!
When we spoke about coming "to" or "back to Christ" she made this profound simple
statement. "When I gave my heart and soul to Jesus, I knew that no matter how many
hard things life might bring me, I would always be all right". That about sums it up,
don't you think? These simple words have gotten yours truly through some really rough
times and I know will continue to do so as long as I live.
These are just some of the gifts she left us: strength, perseverance and love. That's
the friend we will miss the most. The one who loved us dearly, strongly with her whole
heart, as much as she loved the girls. Aren't we all incredibly lucky that we got to know
one of our Lord's really chosen children. We are most grateful You allowed her to pass
our way. Thanks be to God!
Nina
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The Lorraine We Never Knew

Following Lorraine’s memorial
service January
19, 2013, I sat
down and talked
to Richard and
Robert about Lorraine’s life before
she came to Las
Vegas. She worked in a State Hospital in New
York and retired from there. She was Jane
Mansfield’s personal secretary and in that position traveled extensively. See the letter from
Jane to the left. Each of us has a story to tell.
Don’t take them with you, share them with us!
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Church Leadership
Warden
Marianna Gorczyca*
Associate Warden Barbara Klein
Treasurer
Gail Doloway

DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS
Worship:
Rev. Christie Leavitt
Rev. Lionel Starkes
Rev. Hilario Cisneros
Music:
Janet Tyler
Service:
Rev. Carolyn Shannon
Rev. Pamela Radke
Postulant:
Richard Smallwood
Administrator:
Debbie Preston
Buildings & Grounds: Ralph Armstrong *
Education:
Ruth Cisneros *
Evangelism:
Barbara Klein *
Worship:
Carol Wolverton *
Family Concerns:
Rose Marie Pickell*
Fellowship:
Addie Arnold *
Stewardship:
*
Priest Associate:
Rev. Jan Olandese
Prayer List:
Rose Marie Pickell & Rev. Carolyn Shannon
The Call:
Larry Wood
*Denotes Vestry Member
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