
  

 

The Call 
We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the 

Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God. 

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
4709 South Nellis Blvd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89121 

702-451-2483 

stmatts@lvcoxmail.com 

http://stmatthewslv.net/home.html 
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ALONG THE WAY 
 

 
December 7

th 

 
In discussion with most Nevadans 
and those in the Episcopal Diocese 
of Nevada, the date December 7th is 
followed by adding the year l941.  
This is the day of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor catapulting the United 
States into World War II. 
 
However in this diocese there is an-
other December 7th date of im-
portance.  It is December 7th of the 
year 1909.  This was the birth date 
of Rose Armitage, a 103 year old 
parishioner of Holy Spirit Episcopal 
Church, Bullhead City, Arizona.  
Rose is probably the oldest Episco-
palian in the Diocese of Nevada. 
 

Rose was born in Newport, Rhode 
Island to immigrant parents.  Her 
father came from England and her 
mother came from Ireland.  The 
couple had three daughters and 

named them all after flowers: Rose, Lily and Violet.  Rose was the oldest and is 
the only surviving one.  Perhaps her longevity is due to her love of dancing.  
When she was younger she said, “I never did go out with a man unless he 
knew how to dance.” Rose last danced with Mayor Jack Hakim of Bullhead City 
to the music of the “Three Times a Lady” on her 100th birthday.  She was so im-
pressed with the mayor’s dancing that she said, “You’re a very good dancer, 
and “I’d like to have another dance with you.”   To the tune of the “Tennessee 
Waltz,” Rose and the mayor danced again. 
 
For much of her adult life Rose danced at least two nights a week recreationally 
and competitively where she won many awards and trophies. 
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ALONG THE WAY P2 
 

 

Rose spent most of her life in Santa Mon-
ica, California, moving some thirty years 
ago to the area of Laughlin and Bullhead 
City. Rose now resides at the Legacy Re-
hab and Care Center, (2812 Silver Creek 
Road, Bullhead City, Arizona 86442).  
Hers is a different life now, devoid of the 
steps and swirls of dancing.  Most of her 
days are spent sitting quietly, but she is 
still mentally sharp. 
 
I last took communion to Rose on Decem-
ber 2nd.  I mentioned to her that she had a 
birthday coming soon, she replied, “I don’t 
want to think about it.”  As I was leaving 
her, her eyes brighten and she took my 
hand with a firm grip and said, “Thanks 
for coming to see me.” 
 

Later I thought she had seen so much:  the invention of television, the tele-
phone, the inauguration of commercial air flights, invention of the home comput-
ers and cell phones, women winning the right to vote  and of course, a woman 
becoming the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church of the United States of 
America.  She had also met the Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori, 
then the Bishop of Nevada, at the memorial service of Rev. Judson Calhoun, 
priest at Holy Spirit. 
Yes, she has seen a lot and practiced her faith for a long time.  She doesn’t get 
to Holy Spirit anymore, but she is still connected through the visitors from the 
parish and the times I take her Holy Communion. 
She is quiet these days and the conversation isn’t much, but she loves to see 
people. 
Most of the information for this story comes from an article written by Bill McMil-

len of the The Daily News.  It was a featured article, with pictures, he had writ-
ten about Rose as she celebrated her 100th birthday.  The article was furnished 
to me by Don Plantz, the Worship Leader at Holy Spirit, days after it appeared 
in the Bullhead City newspaper.  I of course, kept the article because it is part of 
history, the history of Holy Spirit, the history of the Nevada Diocese and thanks 
to Rose, a part of my history at Holy Spirit. 
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Across The River 
 

 

As many of you know, I do the Saturday evening service every Saturday at St. 
Matthew’s.  However there are Sunday’s I am missing from the Sunday morning 
service.  These are the times I am across the Colorado River in Bullhead City, 
Arizona, priesting at Holy Spirit Episcopal Church.  Holy Spirit is about our size. 
This note is to tell you some of the things going on at Holy Spirit.  You know me; 
I believe ministry goes on best outside of the church walls! Barbara McCurdy’s 
sister met a man in Tucson, Arizona who made “Life of Jesus” charm bracelets 
from shells, beads and charms.  The man lived in Michigan in the summer and 
“snow-birded” in Tucson, Arizona in the winter.  Barbara’s sister called and sent 
Barbara a bracelet.  Barbara loved the bracelet and, so she called the man.  He 
told Barbara he made the bracelets, but did not charge people for them; he saw 
it as his ministry.  Barbara wondered is she could offer them at our convention 
(October 2012). Barbara took 100 of the bracelets to the convention and 89 
were procured by people who offered a good will offering.  This meant $450.00 
($550.00 minus $100.00 for the cost of the vendor table space) was sent to the 
man for help in his purchase of materials. Lew Beasimer, collected pull tabs 
from cans and sent them to the Ronald McDonald House in Las Vegas.  A 
young lady he knew in Bullhead City was staying in the McDonald House in Las 
Vegas.  She had delivered a baby that was 15 weeks early, weighed 1 pound 9 
ounces and was 11 inches long.  The baby, born with a lung infection, was tak-
en to a neonatal unit in Las Vegas and the mother stayed at the Ronald McDon-
ald House for a rate of $15.00 a day.  Community based organizations raised 
money and also collected tabs to help defray some of the young lady’ expens-
es.  Lew who does the recycling for the Holy Spirit Camper fund sent in enough 
tabs to defray $300.00 (that’s a bunch).  The mother and the baby are at home 
now.  The baby, at this time, is 2 pounds 12 ounces and 13.8 inches long. In 
September and October Holy Spirit sold 45 tubs of cookie dough as a fund rais-
er netting $723.00. For Thanksgiving Holy Spirit took all the fixings for a meal to 
two families.  At Christmas, the church adopted two single mothers, each with 
two children providing them food and an overabundance of toys and gifts.  One 
of the parishioners said, “There is just a joy in shopping for children.” Holy Spir-
it, in November, put up a new church sign which I promptly blessed.  The Annu-

al Family Meeting is January 28th with a potluck lunch, Holy Spirit’s priest, Jud-
son Calhoun, died six years ago.  Since that time I’ve priested at Holy Spirit 
with help from Tim Swonger of St. Thomas.  It is a vibrant church with many of 
its people involved in its ministries. My serving at Holy Spirit is a labor of Love.  
I invite you to visit Holy Spirit on a Sunday morning if you are in the Laughlin/
Bullhead City area.  The service starts at 9:30 (Arizona Time).  Lionel 
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Christie’s Corner 
 

 

Epiphany season is all about light, 
and the showing forth of the Lord Je-
sus as the true light of the world.   
 
The opening verses of John’s Gos-
pel remind us that “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing 
came into being.  What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.”   
 
Those verses always raise the hair on the back of my neck, whether I read 
them myself, or hear them read as we did at our Lessons & Carols service last 
Sunday.  “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it.”  How awesome to be Christians, and carriers of the light of all people!  How 
amazing that the light comes to us first, loves us first, asks that we follow, and 
shines out in our lives to bring others home, if we just let him! 
 
Just a little light from each of us is all it takes.  Jesus makes up the difference, 
as he does with everything, between our little lights and the great, uncreated 
light that is our God.  We do, however, have to light our little lights! 
 
In the Celtic Daily Prayer Book that I use regularly, I re-encountered this lovely 
piece by Garth Hewitt, called LIGHT A CANDLE IN THE DARKNESS. 
 
Light a candle in the darkness 
Light a candle in the night 
Let the love of Jesus light us 

Light a candle in the night. 
 
That just about says it all – happy Epiphany! 
 
Blessings, Christie+  
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Christie’s Corner 
 

 
Jeff Addiego’s Retirement “Non-Potluck” Dinner 

Sign up at the kitchen hatch or call the 
church phone and leave a message to 
join us on Friday, January 25 at 6 pm for 
Jeff’s retirement dinner at Henry’s Ameri-
can Grill, 237 North Stephanie Street, 
Henderson, 89074. 
 
Dinner is “Dutch Treat” – we will each or-
der from the Henry’s menu and pay our 
own checks (except for Jeff, of course – 
we’re treating him)!  Dinners at Henry’s 
are in the ten to fifteen dollar range, with 
lots of variety, all of it really good! 

 
Come wish Jeff happy and well in his retirement!! 

Memorial Service for Lorraine Bauer 

Lorraine Bauer’s Memorial Service is sched-
uled for Saturday, January 19, 10:30 am at 
St. Matthew’s.  There will be a potluck lunch 
in Lorraine’s honor following the service.  
Please sign up at the kitchen hatch so we 
know what you plan to bring. 
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Deacon’s Dialog 
 

 

Sex Trafficking Summit 
On Wednesday January 9 I at-
tended the Sex Trafficking 
Summit of Attorney General 
Catherine Cortez Masto.  It was 
an all-day affair with contribu-
tions from the Polaris Project – 
for a world without slavery, 
UNLV Department of Criminal 
Justice, Children’s Advocacy 
Alliance, Nevadans for the 
Common Good, and Courage 
to be You.   There were over 
200 attendants from agencies, 
faith based groups, parents, 
teachers, and many others. Af-
ter the keynote by Attorney 
General Masto and a video and 
address by the executive direc-
tor of Polaris Project, a stun-
ning message was given by the 
parent of a child caught in the 
trafficking web. 

Panels included representatives from the FBI, IRS, Metro,  the Public Defend-
er’s Office, District Attorney and Attorney General’s office all presenting the gov-
ernment response to sex trafficking.  The afternoon panels included folks who 
deal with victim services and partnerships including the Salvation Army, Ne-
vadans for the Common Good, Sojourn,  Children’s Advocacy Alliance, Judge 
Voy of the 8th Judicial District Court.   A presentation was given by the Chief 
Deputy Attorney General, Michon Martin.  That was followed by the Legislative 
response to sex trafficking and included Senator Valerie Wiener, Assemblyman 
John Hambrick,  Assemblyman William Horne, and Assemblyman Michael 

Sprinkle- all with bills or parts of bills they are sponsoring to increase penalties 
for perpetrators and assistance for the victims, the children. 
It was an outstanding summit with so much information to share as we continue 
in this area of ministry and so much to learn.  I have a copy of the bill spon-
sored by Attorney General Mastos that I will be happy to share. 
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Warden’s Words 

 
 

 

 
I recently visited San Antonio, TX for Christmas.  It was a refreshing change-of-
pace from the rudeness of Las Vegas.  I found myself in a place where my 
"attitudes" fit in.  Merry Christmas was spoken by everyone, and, you didn't 
have to be the first to say it.  "Maam" is spoken from the lips of men, children 
and military members at all times.  An 8 foot Christmas tree cost only $40 
(although getting lights & a tree 2 weeks before Christmas is difficult here too!).  
I know it was not Heaven, but, it was a balm on this conservative mind.  It gave 

me the "heart" to feel the spirit of Christmas. I could not ask for more. 
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This And That 
 

 
Bible Study 

Come join us Saturday, January 19, 2013. The study will be led by Steve 
Gregg, Host of The Narrow Path Radio Broadcast  
http://thenarrowpath.com 

2:00 PM - Open Bible discussion • Q & A and Fellowship 
3:00 PM – “Toward a Radically Christian Counterculture” Lecture 3 
4:00 PM – “Toward a Radically Christian Counterculture” Lecture 4 
5:00 PM – Pot Luck Dinner 
6:00 PM – “Toward a Radically Christian Counterculture” Lecture 5 
Location: St. Matthew’s Church 
 

Computer Class 

The senior computer class will begin new sessions February 6, 2013.  Two 

sessions are scheduled at 1 PM and 3 PM.  If you would like to learn more 

about a computer and how to use it, call Larry Wood and get on the list to take 

the class. 

Adult Sunday School 

The adult Sunday School Class is finishing up our study of the book of Revela-

tion and will soon begin a study of John Bunyan’s “The Pilgrim’s Progress,” a 

true Christian classic published in 1678.  I have several copies of the book that 

I will give to the first people to sign up for the class.  We meet every Sunday 

from 9 – 9:45 AM.  Please come join us for some lively and life changing dis-

cussions. 

Have you had your picture taken for the family di-
rectory that Rose Marie and our computer class 
are working on?  Don’t get left out.  The directory 
will have pictures and names only, no phone num-
bers nor email addresses. All the pictures in the di-
rectory will be taken in front of the sprayed board 

on the Patio.  Don’t like yours?  Ask for a re-take. 



11 

 

 

Visitors 
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is 

their first visit to St. Matthew’s.  You just might make a new friend or add a new member. 

Natalie Loder Clark from Tupper Lake, 
New York was visiting agail December 
16.  It was so great to see her back 
again. 

Tracey George is a friend of BJ and Jack 

and was visiting us December 9.  She came 

back on December  23 and brought her hus-

band, Glenn. 

 

Wanda Norris was Silvia’s college 
roommate and was visiting us De-
cember 9, 2012.  She is from Chica-
go. 
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Prayer List 
Names    Prayer of Concern 
Alex & Candy   Healing 
Barbara    Comfort, strength, peace 
Belinda    Comfort, peace 
Carol     Healing 
Charles    Healing, comfort 
David William   Comfort, strength, peace 
Dorothy     Strength, healing 
Gail     Comfort, continued healing 
Greg & Amy   Optimistic future with new job, strength 
Jerry and his family  Comfort, strength, peace 
Joe     Continued healing, strength 
Judith    Healing, peace 
Laurie    Healing, comfort 
Fr. Lloyd    Healing, comfort, strength 
Mary P    Healing, relief from pain, comfort 
Michael    Healing 
Nina & Paul   Comfort, healing, strength 
Pat     Healing, comfort 
Ralph    Comfort, strength, peace 
Rick     Healing 
Suzi     Healing 
Tammy    Healing, strength, comfort 
Taryn, and family   Comfort, Blessings, stable health 
Thelma    Healing 
Valerie    Comfort, strength, peace 
 
Thanksgiving for the life of Lorraine and comfort for her family 
 
Christ Church   Guidance  
Holy Spirit Church, Bullhead AZ Guidance 
St Matthew’s Family As our family grows  
Men & Women of Armed Services Safety 
For those who travel Safety and Blessings 
Citizens of Haiti   Recovery, comfort, strength, peace 
 
Call Carolyn Shannon at 702/454-7757 or Rose Marie Pickell at 702/806-9819 
to advise concerns and/or thanksgiving  12/18/12 
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Food Pantry 
12/2       Juice Boxes 

12/9      Peanut Butter 

12/16   Small packages of crackers 

12/23   Cereal 

12/30    Jelly 
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Church Leadership 

Warden                     Marianna Gorczyea* 

Associate Warden   Barbara Klein 

Treasurer                 Gail Doloway 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS 

Worship:    Rev. Christie Leavitt 

                     Rev. Jeffrey Addiego 

                      Rev. Lionel Starkes 

                       Rev. Hilario Cisneros 

Music:          Janet Tyler 

Service:         Rev. Carolyn Shannon 

   Rev. Pamela Radke 

Administrators:            Peggy Staples & Debra Preston 

Buildings & Grounds:   Ralph Armstrong * 

Education:                    Ruth Cisneros * 

Evangelism:                   Barbara Klein * 

Worship:                        Carol Wolverton * 

Family Concerns:          Rose Marie Pickell* 

Fellowship:                    Addie Arnold * 

Stewardship:                  Mitzie Wilson* 

Priest Associate:            Rev. Jan Olandese 

Prayer List:                   Rose Marie Pickell & Rev. Carolyn Shannon 

The Call:               Larry Wood 

*Denotes Vestry Member 
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Proposed Bylaw Changes 
ARTICLE VI  PARISH MEETINGS 
Section 1: Time and Place - now reads: An annual meeting of the parish shall 
be held in the month of January at a time and place prescribed by the vestry. 
 
Change to read: 
An annual meeting of the parish shall be held before January 31 at a time and 
place as prescribed by the vestry. Canon XIII Section 1 
 
Section 2: Voters The voting membership of the parish shall be all adult com-
municants in good standing. 

 
Change to read: The qualified voters of the congregation shall be all adult 
members of the congregation, who have been regular contributors to the in-
come of the congregation for the six (6) months next preceding the meeting of 
the congregation. Canon XIII Section 2 
 
Section 3: POWERS  
The annual meeting of the parish shall have the following powers: 
A. To elect a warden and treasurer for a period of one year. 
 

Change to read: To elect a warden for a period of one year.  

Section 7: Parish meeting, requested by Warden. Other parish meetings may 
be called by the warden in consultation with the vestry as necessary. 
 
Section 8: A parish meeting may be requested of the vestry by any five mem-
bers of the parish submitting such a request. 
 
Change to read: Special meeting of the congregation may be called by the Di-
ocesan Bishop, a warden or any two (2) vestry members care having been ex-
ercised to give all members not less than one (1) week notice thereof. Vestry 
may not take formal action except at a reularly scheduled meeting or properly 
noticed special meeting and with a majority of all members present.  Canon 
XIV Section 4 
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Proposed Bylaw Changes 
ARTICLE V THE VESTRY 
 Section 1 Members now reads: There shall be a vestry consisting of the war-
den, the treasurer, six members-at-large, the Regional Vicar, one Local Priest 
and one Local Deacon.  The Local Clergy positions on the vestry being filled 
only when St. Matthew’s is being served by them. 
Change to read: The vestry shall consist of one or two wardens and from four 
to ten others. The wardens and vestry members shall be confirmed adult com-
municants in good standing and qualified electors of the Parish.  The vestry 
shall appoint annually a clerk and a treasurer who need not be members of 
the vestry. 
Canon XIV Section 2 (a) (d) 
Section 6: Meetings 
The vestry shall hold a minimum of ten meetings per year.  These meetings 
shall be announced to the parish and be open to attendance by all interested. 
Change to read: At least six (6) regular meetings of the Vestry shall be held 
annually at stated intervals and at a time and place fixed by the Vestry. 
Canon XIV Section 4 
ARTICLE VI DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
Section 4: The Regional Vicar is a diocesan staff person appointed by the 
Bishop to serve as deputy and liason within this paris and other parishes of 
Southern Nevada.  The Regional Vicar is available to these parishes as a pro-
fessionally trained advisor, counselor, enabler, teacher and friend. 
Change - eliminate entirely since there are no longer regional Vicars 
 
ARTICLE VIII ADOPTION AND APPROVAL 
Section 1: Procedure now reads: With approval of two-thirds of the voting 
members of the parish present, these bylaws shall be adopted and submitted 
to the Standing Committee of the Diocese for approval. 
Change to read - section deleted entirely 
 
Section 2: Amendments now reads: All amendments adopted per Article VII 
must be submitted to the Standing Committee for approval. 
Change to read - section deleted entirely 


