The Call
We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the
Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God.

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
4709 South Nellis Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89121
702-451-2483
stmatts@lvcoxmail.com
http://stmatthewslv.net/home.html
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Recognize this baby?
This picture won the
prize for the prettiest
baby in her home town
a few years back. The
first to identify her will
receive the next 6 issues of the Call, absolutely free.
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Dedication
This issue of the Call is dedicated to:

Janet Robertson Tyler
For her 20 years of dedicated service to the Saint Matthew’s family. But more than
that to have put up with Larry for 20 years, now that’s an accomplishment!

She started early, serving as her church’s organist.
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Dedication
Janet Robertson Tyler

Singing in her church youth choir. She’s on the front row.

In the band too!

Girls Three, awesome!

Didn’t win the
prize this year,
but she should
have!
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Dedication
Janet Robertson Tyler

In the band too!
At 10 she played girl’s softball.
Her mom was the coach.

College
graduation, she’s
ready for High School Graduation, WOW!
Las Vegas!
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Dedication

Saint Matthew’s Choir Director 1993 - present

Those were the days, Eldorado Days, that is!
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Dedication

Eldorado High School 1998

LVHS November 14, 2012
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ALONG THE WAY
An email From a friend.
HANDBOOK 2013
Health:
1. Drink plenty of water.
2. Eat breakfast like a king, lunch like
a prince and dinner like a beggar.
3. Eat more foods that grow on trees
and plants and eat less food that is
manufactured in plants..
4. Live with the 3 E's -- Energy, Enthusiasm and Empathy
5. Make time to pray.
6. Play more games
7. Read more books than you did in 2012 .
8.. Sit in silence for at least 10 minutes each day
9. Sleep for 7 hours.
10. Take a 10-30 minutes walk daily. And while you walk, smile.
Personality:
11. Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all
about.
12. Don't have negative thoughts or things you cannot control.. Instead invest
your energy in the positive present moment.
13. Don't over do. Keep your limits..
14. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does.
15. Don't waste your precious energy on gossip.
16. Dream more while you are awake
17. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need..
18. Forget issues of the past. Don't remind your partner with His/her mistakes
of the past. That will ruin your present happiness.
19. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. Don't hate others.
20. Make peace with your past so it won't spoil the present.
21. No one is in charge of your happiness except you.
22. Realize that life is a school and you are here to learn. Problems are simply
part of the curriculum that appear and fade away like algebra class but the lessons you learn will last a lifetime.
23. Smile and laugh more.
24. You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.
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ALONG THE WAY P2
Society:
25. Call your family often.
26. Each day give something good to others.
27. Forgive everyone for everything..
28. Spend time w/ people over the age of 70 &
under the age of 6.
29. Try to make at least three people smile
each day.
30. What other people think of you is none of
your business.
31. Your job won't take care of you when you
are sick. Your friends will. Stay in touch.
Life:
32. Do the right thing!
33. Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful.
34. GOD heals everything.
35. However good or bad a situation is, it will
change..
36. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up
and show up.
37. The best is yet to come..
38. When you awake alive in the morning,
thank GOD for it.
39. Your Inner most is always happy. So, be
happy.
This is from my friend Susan Watson who lives in Los Angeles.
Lionel
SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN CLASSES
The Safeguarding God’s Children Class is mandatory for the following persons:
All church staff members, All Clergy, All Vestry Members, All Ministry Leaders,
All persons who have a key to church properties, All Sunday School teachers or
anyone working with minors. The classes have to be taken on the computer
and Larry has offered the computer lab to anyone who does not have a computer. He will help them get online. There are three classes and each is 30-45
minutes. Everyone taking the classes must contact Ellie at the Diocesan Office
to receive a password and log-in. Her e-mail address is ellie@episcopalnevada.org
Thelma
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Christie’s Corner
Easter is just around the corner! Before we know
it, our Lenten season of preparation will end, and
the fifty-day celebration of Easter will begin.
Lent is a traditional time for Christians to practice
self-examination, self-denial, and extra effort in giving alms and providing service to others. We are
getting some great opportunities at St. Matthew’s
this Lent for self-examination, individual devotions,
and almsgiving.
The “Lenten Meditations 2013” that Carolyn ordered for us from Episcopal Relief and Development invites our prayer and reflection on hunger
and the world food supply. These reflections may
lead us to future service, somehow working to improve food resources for others.
Pam’s presentations at our worship services on the
“Principles of Community” lead us into reflection
and dialog on the importance of being personally
responsible members of the body of Christ. Our
prayerful attention to these principles can improve
our corporate life as the body of Christ here at St.
Matthew’s, keeping it a healthy, safe, and caring
place to be.
Taking fundraising for Camp Galilee as our almsgiving project this Lent brings
our self-denial offerings to a local use for the first time in several years. Camp
Galilee wants include every child who wants to attend camp, whether or not the
family has the ability to pay. Galilee is a holy place, a place of transformation.
What better offering for children of any age than a week at camp!
On Ash Wednesday, we were invited by the church to keep a Holy Lent. Prayer, meditation, and self-denial are time-proven routes to the holy Lent we all
seek. We just need to do the work! My prayer for us this Lent is that, in the
words of Hymn 152, “this our fast of forty days may work our profit” and God’s
praise.
May your Lent continue to be a holy one, and lead you to a most glorious Easter!
Blessings,
Christie+
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Christie’s Corner P2
Palm Sunday Pictures at St. Matthew’s March 23 & 24
Palm Sunday is the day for taking our traditional St. Mathew’s Family Pictures.
Photographer Larry Wood will be on hand to photograph those gathered for
each service (5:30 pm Saturday the 23rd, and 10 am and 2 pm Sunday the
24th). Pictures are taken before the services begin, so plan to come early! Larry needs some time to get everyone arranged!
Donations Needed for Annual Easter Egg Hunts
There will be Easter Egg hunts for the children of St. Matthew’s after the 10 am
and the 2 pm services on Easter Sunday, March 31. The Easter Bunny will be
present at both hunts, and the kids will hunt in groups according to their age.
Egg hunting is a longstanding tradition at St. Matthew’s, and the kids really love
to hunt!
The Daughters of the King will stuff the eggs and organize the hunts. They are
gathering candy and small surprises to stuff the eggs. If you can help purchase
items, please call Carol Wolverton (434-7813) to let her know what you will donate. Items need to be brought to church by Sunday, March 9. Mark the bags
“For Easter Egg Hunt”. Thanks!

SAINT MATTHEW’S HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP 2013
Come and worship this Holy Week! Time is suspended as we ponder and celebrate the great mysteries of our salvation.
A SERVICE OF PENITENCE - Monday, March 25, 7:00 PM
Begin Holy Week with the Prayer Book Penitential Order. This simple service
may include recitation of the Ten Commandments, a reading from Christian literature, or a homily, as well as the confession and other suitable prayers.
EVENING PRAYER & THE GREAT LITANY - Tuesday, March 26, 7:00 PM
The Great Litany, with its responses of “Good Lord, deliver us” and “We beseech thee to hear us, Good Lord” leads us into prayer for all aspects of the human condition. It is a powerful addition to the service of Evening Prayer on the
second night of Holy Week.
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Christie’s Corner P3
TENEBRAE - Wednesday, March 27, 7:00 PM
The service of Tenebrae means “shadows” or “darkness”, and dates to the Middle Ages. Lessons are read, psalms are chanted or read, and the church lights
and candles are gradually extinguished until only a single candle, symbolic of
our Lord, remains. Toward the end of the service, the candle is hidden, symbolizing the apparent victory of the forces of darkness. A loud sound represents
the earthquake at the time of the resurrection, after which the candle is placed
on the altar as a prophecy of the resurrection, and all depart in silence by its
light.
THE MANDATUM & HOLY EUCHARIST - Maundy Thursday, March 28, 7:00
Maundy Thursday, in response to the Lord Jesus’ command that we love each
other as he loves us, we wash each other’s feet, we make Eucharist together,
and we carry consecrated bread and wine to the Altar of Repose in Saint Francis’ Chapel. There those who sign up watch all night with the Lord, keeping
awake in prayer as the disciples could not do in the Garden of Gethsemane.
The church is stripped of its worship furnishings, the tabernacle door is left
open, and the familiar space is left silent and strange until Good Friday.
GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY - Good Friday, March 29, 7:00 PM
The Good Friday Liturgy picks up where Maundy Thursday leaves off, with the
Lord’s passion and death. We hear in the Gospel of the trial and passion of our
Lord, we pray solemnly for the world for which Christ died, we venerate the
cross, and we receive communion from the reserved sacrament saved from
Maundy Thursday’s Eucharist. The church is again stripped. We have stood at
the foot of the cross, and now we wait.
HOLY SATURDAY LITURGY - Holy Saturday, March 30, Noon
Holy Saturday’s service is short, and quiet as the tomb, with lessons, brief prayers, and a short homily or reading, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer and the
Grace. When it is over, we prepare for the Great Vigil of Easter.
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER – Easter Sunday, March 31, 5:30 AM
The Great Vigil is the Christian celebration of our Passover from death to life,
from sin to grace through the Lord’s death and resurrection. We light the new
fire on the patio, and carrying candles symbolic of the light of Christ, we process into the church. We hear the ancient hymn Exsultet and read together the
story of our redemption in scripture. We renew our baptismal vows, and with
the paschal proclamation, “Alleluia, Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia!” we begin the first Eucharist of Easter.
EASTER FESTIVAL EUCHARISTS - Easter Sunday, March 31, English 10:00 AM & Spanish 1:00 PM
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Deacon’s Dialog
Principles of Community by Pam
I am an expression of God’s love as I participate with
courage and honesty in the process of examining my
own spiritual health and that of our spiritual community.
I am an expression of God’s love as I practice direct,
honest, and gentle communication, especially with
those with whom I disagree or who have injured me.
Gossip, triangulation, and the forming of coalitions are
never options that I choose.
Again, let’s read this together, slowly. Wait prayerfully
for a few minutes for it to sink into your heart.
What does it mean to you?
I am an expression of God’s love
Notice that the statement begins with “I”—not they,
not she or he, not you. I am an expression of God’s
love. These principles of community are all written
from the first person, singular position because I am
the only one that I can hope to change. Why am “I an
expression of God’s love?” Because each one of us
is unique in our being and so we reflect to others who
Christ is in us. How does that look to others?
To practice direct, honest, and gentle communication, especially with those with
whom I disagree, or who have injured me.
I statements, such as, “I am really hurt by what you said and I want to know if
that is what you meant to do.” Or “I disagree with you, but I appreciate your
point of view, and I’m glad we were able to share this.” These are some examples of “I statements” that are perfectly OK to share. It is much easier for the
other person to hear these than to hear “You are wrong.” Or any other statement that puts the blame on the other person. The object is not to inflate the
level of anger or hurt as you continue the discussion. Remember, we are here
to worship the Lord, showing our best self to Him. Sometimes, actually probably most times, we will need to take a break or time away from the situation to
cool off before interacting with that person again. I am in charge of me, and no
one else. Sometimes, we need to focus on building consensus amongst the
group.
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Deacon’s Dialog P2
Principles of Community by Pam, Continued
What is gossip? Gossip, as defined by Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, “is a person who habitually reveals personal or sensational facts
about others.” There doesn’t have to be a malicious intent, but often
there is an underlying reason to disapprove of what someone else is
doing. I have to ask myself, “Is that what Christ would want me to
do?”
What is triangulation? Triangulation is a term from Family Therapy
that refers to the practice of involving a third disinterested person in
the disagreement or situation, usually by telling person c what person
b did to person a and asking them to talk to person b. This can take
the form of Mom saying to Junior that “You are going to get it when
Dad gets home” with the idea that Mom will tell Dad what infractions
Junior has committed, expecting Dad to correct him rather than Mom
correcting him herself. Or, telling the priest or some other authority
figure that Plato has lit all of the votive candles and didn’t put an offering in the slot, and he or she needs to speak to them about it. You
can see how this can be very hurtful behavior in the long run.
What is the forming of coalitions? A coalition is defined as a temporary alliance of distinct parties, persons for joint action. This can occur when a group decides to oppose the vestry in some decision or
other, or a group decides the priest or deacon has overstepped their
boundaries and want to remove them. These are just two examples,
but there are many more.
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Deacon’s Dialog P3
Principles of Community by Pam, Continued
Why do I not participate in
these options? I try not to
participate in these options
because they do not build up
the body of Christ. They are
generally power plays of one
sort or another and when I
participate in them, I am demeaning myself. I am here
to worship the Lord, not to
spend the valuable time denigrating another person or
myself.
Remember to THINK before you speak—
T=is it true?
H=is it helpful?
I=is it inspiring?
N=is it necessary?
K=is it kind?
Let’s read the statement one more time. Listen to each other and to
yourself. Take this home and think about how you answered the
questions. Take notes and save them for the discussion after we finished looking at the rest of the principals. Amen.
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This And That

16

This And That
Scheduling the Church and Bell House
Anyone wishing to schedule any type of event for the Church or Bell House,
contact Thelma Northrup before you make a decision to be sure there are no
conflicts. Thelma can be reached at 702-889-3929.

Clergy Easter Gift
68 1/2 AND 0
So you might be wondering what is 681/2 and zero and what connection do
they have?
Well, 68 1/2 is the accumulated years of service our Clergy: Rev. Christie
Leavitt, Rev. Lionel Starkes, Rev. Carolyn Shannon and Rev. Pam Radke
have given to St. Matthew's.
Zero is the number of paychecks they have received for their years of service.
As I did last year I will be accepting donations for the Clergy Easter gift. I
would ask all of you to remember these numbers when you write the check or
hand me cash...We are so very blessed to have these fine people serving St.
Matthew's. They have visited the ill, baptized our children and grandchildren,
prepared them for confirmation, taught classes, administered the Sacraments,
prayed for all of us, buried our loved ones and been with us through our joys
and sorrows.
Please give generously so we can let them know how much we truly appreciate their selfless Service.
Thank You,

Barb Klein

Camp Galilee Camperships
Camp Galilee was way over budget on camperships
such as Camp Spirit and so our Lenten Project is to
help them rebuild their funds so they can offer camperships to needy children this year. There is a jar in the Narthex for donations
but if you prefer to give a check, please make it out to St. Matthew's Diaconal
Fund and give it to either Carolyn or Thelma.
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Visitors
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is
their first visit to St. Matthew’s. You just might make a new friend or add a new member.
Bill Graves visited with us on February 24, 2013. We hope that he will
come back again.

Mary Richmond came to visit us Sunday,
March 3, 2013. She enjoyed the service
and said that she would be coming back.
When she does, please talk to her and make
her feel welcome.

Anita Powel is a friend of Mary Powers
and was living at the Charleston when
she fell and was injured. She is now at
St. Joseph’s Rehabilitation Center
across from UMC. Pictured with her is
Scott, a very loving and caring caregiver at St. Joseph’s. Anita has been diagnosed with Huntington’s Disease.
Please keep her in your prayers.
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Prayer List
Names
Prayer of Concern
Alex & Candy
Healing
Adam
Healing, strength
Adam’s family
Comfort
Barbara
Comfort, strength, peace
Belinda
Comfort, peace
Charles
Healing, comfort
David William
Comfort, strength, peace
Dorothy
Strength, healing
Greg & Amy
Healing, comfort
James
Optimistic future with new job, strength
Jerry and his family
Comfort, strength, peace
Joe
Continued healing, strength
Judith
Healing, peace
Laurie
Healing, comfort
Fr. Lloyd
Healing, comfort, strength
Mary P
Healing, relief from pain, comfort
Rev. Mary
Comfort, strength
Nancy
Continued healing
Nina & Paul
Comfort, healing, strength
Pat
Healing, comfort
Ralph
Comfort, strength, peace
Suzi
Healing
Tammy
Healing, strength, comfort
Taryn, (Holy Spirit)
Blessings, stable health
Taryn’s family
Comfort
Valerie
Comfort, strength, peace
Rick
Healing, strength, comfort
Christ Church
Guidance
Holy Spirit Bullhead AZ
Guidance
St Matthew’s Family
Thoughtfulness of others
Men & Women of Armed Services Safety
For those who travel
Blessings
Citizens of Haiti
Recovery, comfort, strength, peace
Call Carolyn Shannon at 702/454-7757 or Rose Marie Pickell at 702/736-6917 to
advise concerns and/or thanksgiving. 2/28/13
19

Food Pantry
3/3

Mac & Cheese

3/10

Juice Boxes

3/24

Peanut Butter

3/31 Small packages of crackers
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Church Leadership
Warden
Marianna Gorczyca*
Associate Warden Barbara Klein
Treasurer
Gail Doloway

DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS
Worship:
Rev. Christie Leavitt
Rev. Lionel Starkes
Rev. Hilario Cisneros
Music:
Janet Tyler
Service:
Rev. Carolyn Shannon
Rev. Pamela Radke
Postulant:
Richard Smallwood
Administrator:
Debbie Preston
Buildings & Grounds: Ralph Armstrong *
Education:
Ruth Cisneros *
Evangelism:
Barbara Klein *
Worship:
Carol Wolverton *
Family Concerns:
Rose Marie Pickell*
Fellowship:
Addie Arnold *
Stewardship:
*
Priest Associate:
Rev. Jan Olandese
Prayer List:
Rose Marie Pickell & Rev. Carolyn Shannon
The Call:
Larry Wood
*Denotes Vestry Member
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