
  

 

The Call 
We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the 

Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God. 

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
4709 South Nellis Blvd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89121 

702-451-2483 

stmatts@lvcoxmail.com 

http://stmatthewslv.net/home.html 
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ALONG THE WAY 
 

 

The Easter Egg? 
 
This year I can say I thoroughly en-
joyed Lent and the preparation for 
Easter. I looked deeper into the 
scripture readings and found new 
information.  Of Course the infor-
mation wasn’t new, but the way I un-
derstood it this year gave me a new 
clarity. I especially enjoyed Holy 
Week.  I enjoyed  sharing the ser-
vices both at St. Matthew’s and Holy 
Spirit.  The drive to Bullhead City 
seemed more enjoyable as well, 
there seemed to be less traffic and I 
arrived feeling peaceful. 
 
The sacred symbols, the cross, the 
foot-washing, and the Passion Gos-
pel are visual signs that are espe-
cially meaningful to me at Easter.  I 
also have incorporated a sentence 
from the Stations of the Cross into 
my celebration of the Eucharist:  He 
stretched arms of love upon the 
hardwood of the cross to em-

brace all the peoples of the world.  This makes it more personable and 
meaningful for me.  The Passion Gospel is a retelling of Jesus last days on 
earth and begins with his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to prepare for 
the celebration of Passover.  Then we moved on to Maundy  
Thursday with the washing of feet, a humbling and joyful experience. 
That night Jesus is taken and the mocking and beatings began.  Hopefully, next 

year, since we don’t do the Vigil at Holy Spirit, we’ll have a showing of Mel Gib-
son’s movie, The Passion of Christ.  I think this is an excellent movie to visual-
ize the sufferings of Christ in a most realistic way. Each year I have read and 
listen to the words that they beat him.  Not until I saw the movie did I have a re-
al feel for the suffering involved.  Now this too becomes a sacred symbol of 
Easter for me.. 
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ALONG THE WAY P2 
 

 

There are secular symbols that haven’t been meaningful to me.  Why is there 
the Easter Bunny?  Why is there candy; why not bitter herbs? 
Are we way off track when we lead the children to believe that the Easter Bunny 
is responsible for the eggs? 
The egg? This year I developed a better appreciation for the egg as a symbol.  
At Easter we see it as a symbol for the tomb or cave that Jesus was placed in 
after his crucifixion.  However I expanded the egg further as a symbol in the 
grief support group I conduct at Nathan Adelson Hospice.  I took a basket of 
plastic eggs in which I had placed relevant messages and words of encourage-
ment that I thought was meaningful to and for this group.  I introduced the egg 
as being their ethos, their environment or their world.  They each could choose 
an egg from the basket, or refuse to choose, it was their choice.  If they chose 
an egg, they could just keep it and not open it or they could open it.  If they just 
kept it, not opening it, this represented staying in the same spot, refusing to 
take a chance, playing safe.  However if they opened it, they had expectation 
(looking to see what life offered), they took a chance and once they had 
cracked the egg, they read the message.  Then they thought of what the mes-
sage said to or about them.  Surprisingly, they each thought the message was 
the ideal thought about them, their life and how they were handling their grief. 
In the group we each recognized we were in charge of our life, the egg, and 
that we could make the decision to keep things as they are, no changing – just 
existing.   On the other hand, we could take control of our life, crack that egg!  
We could experiences expectation (hope); we could find new strengths within 
our self.  We could, like a seed emerging from the soil at springtime, burst and 
stretch into the sunlight.  This represents a willingness to live and to search out 
new experiences that will make life meaningful to us. 
As I wrote the fore paragraph, I realized that this symbol of the egg could apply 
to anyone facing a decision, especially the kids who will be graduating from 
high school or college.  Don’t crack the egg, say no and refuse to take chances.  
Crack it and begin new experiences, new hopes, new learning, new joys, new 
disappointments (this too is a part of our life), do things you never thought you 
could do!  

Simply put, for me the egg has become a symbol of keeping things the same or 
bursting loose, expecting and living with new experiences.  
What would you do with your egg?  Me, I’d smash it and stand there grinning.  
Then I would get busy!   Lionel 
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Dedication 

To Lionel Starkes 

20 years of Service 

As Deacon and Priest 
 

 

Lionel was born in 1945 in Green-

ville, Florida and grew up in Orlan-

do.  He graduated from Jones High 

School in 1963 and entered Florida 

State University as one of the first 

African Americans to attend Flori-

da’s newly integrated college and 

university system.  He left Florida 

State in 1965 to join the US Air 

Force.  He was initially trained as a 

surgical technician and later cross 

trained as a medical laboratory 

technician.  He served two tours in 

Vietnam 1970-72.  Completed his 

Bachelors and Masters Degrees at 

Southern Illinois University.  He 

was married in 1975 and his son, 

Cory was born in 1976.  He was 

accepted to Air Force Officer Can-

didate School in 1979.  Assigned to 

Nellis AFB in 1986 and became a 

member of St. Matthew’s Church.  Ordained as a Deacon at St Matthew’s in 

1993 and Priest in 1998.  He retired from the Air Force in 1990 and has served 

St. Matthew’s and the Episcopal Dioceses faithfully since 1986. 
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Dedication 

To Lionel Starkes 

 

Lionel 13, his grandmother, two sisters and a brother. 
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Dedication 

To Lionel Starkes 

 

 

1963 High School Graduate 1975 College Graduate 
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Thank You Lionel for 
40 years of Dedicated 

Service to God and Country 
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Visitors 
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is 

their first visit to St. Matthew’s.  You just might make a new friend or add a new member. 

Phillis McCarthy, Rose Marie’s daugh-
ter was visiting from Missoula, MT.  It 
was great getting to meet her.  We 
hope that she will come back soon. 

How do you get a big smile on Charlotte's 

face?  Have her children come to church 

with her!  Tanisha Selano visited April 21, 

we hope that she will come back soon. 

Barbara Mc Curdy, Ruby Miller, Leah 
and Manuel Negrete, Sandra and John 
Pasciuti, all from Holy Spirit, Bullhead 
City, came to St. Matthew’s to help us 
celebrate Lionel’s 20 years of service 
as a deacon and priest.  What a joy it 
was to meet Lionel’s other half! 
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Prayer List 
Names    Prayer of Concern 
Alex & Candy   Healing 
Adam    Healing, strength 
   Adam’s family   Comfort 
Barbara    Comfort, strength, peace 
Belinda    Comfort, peace 
Charles & Cathie   Healing, comfort 
Chris & family   Comfort, strength, peace 
David     Healing 
David William   Comfort, strength, peace 
Diana    Strength 
Diane    Healing 
Dorothy     Strength, healing 
James    Needs employment, guidance, strength 
Jeffrey    Continued healing  
Judith    Healing, peace 
Fr. Lloyd    Healing, comfort, strength 
Margaret    Healing 
Mary P    Healing, relief from pain, comfort 
Rev. Mary    Comfort, strength 
Nina & Paul   Comfort, healing, strength 
Pat     Healing, comfort 
Sandy & Angie   Strength 
Suzi     Healing 
Taryn,  (Holy Spirit)  Blessings, stable health 
   Taryn’s family    Comfort 
Valerie    Comfort, strength, peace 
   Rick    Healing, strength, comfort  
 
Christ Church   Guidance  
Holy Spirit Church  Guidance 
St Matthew’s Family Compassion for all  
Our Armed Services Safety 
For those who travel Blessings 
Citizens of Haiti   Recovery, comfort, strength, peace 
 
Call Carolyn Shannon at 702/454-7757 or Rose Marie Pickell at 702/736-6917 
to advise concerns and/or thanksgiving  4/26/13 
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Food Pantry 
5/5  Vienna Sausage 

5/12  Stew; Beans; Chili 

5/19  Applesauce 

5/26  Mac and Cheese  

Slobodan’s 70th. Birthday, we wish you many more! 
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Church Leadership 

Warden                     Marianna Gorczyca* 

Associate Warden   Barbara Klein 

Treasurer                 Gail Doloway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS 

Worship:    Rev. Christie Leavitt 

                      Rev. Lionel Starkes 

                       Rev. Jorge Hernandez  

Music:          Janet Tyler 

Service:         Rev. Carolyn Shannon 

   Rev. Pamela Radke 

Postulant: Richard Smallwood 

Administrator:            Debbie Preston 

Buildings & Grounds:   Jack Reasoner * 

Education:                    Christie Leavitt * 

Evangelism:                   Valerie Hartlage * 

Worship:                        Carol Wolverton * 

Family Concerns:          Anna Maldonado * 

Fellowship:                    Addie Arnold * 

Stewardship:                  Gail Doloway * 

Priest Associate:            Rev. Jan Olandese 

Prayer List:                   Rose Marie Pickell & Rev. Carolyn Shannon 

The Call:               Larry Wood 

*Denotes Vestry Member 


