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We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the
Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God.
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ALONG THE WAY
Wearing Our Masks
Recently in a booklet published by
Forward Movement, Prayers for All
Occasions, I found this prayer for a
local church: O God you have
brought us into the fellowship of your
dear Son: Lead us all in this church
ever closer day by day to you and to
one another; that we may become of
one heart and mind in love towards
you; and grant that our common life
and work in sacrificial service may help to extend your kingdom here and in all
the world.
I have shared this prayer also with Holy Spirit, Bullhead City, Ariz. It calls for a
closeness in our spiritual and personal relationships. I would also recommend
keeping and reading from time to time the Epistle, Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, for
the 15th Sunday after Pentecost. This one you may want to attach to your refrigerator as a reminder of the things to do that are pleasing to God.
We are not perfect people and there are times we need help in how we are living. We need to be reminded how we are to treat others and how it is we
should behave. Sometime our moral compass needs to be tweaked so that we
sail in the right direction.
It can be difficult to love someone who has just injured you with their words or
their actions. It is especially difficult when it happens at church. That happiness and expectation you feel as you arrive for the church service can be extinguished as quickly as throwing water on a flame. Instead of the open expectant
feeling you left home with, you now go through the service with a heaviness of
your spirit. You may hear the word, sing the songs and hug at the peace, but
you are just going through the motions. Why? That errant word or action that
injured you as you came to church may have robbed you of your joy.
What do you do? You wear your mask. You pretend that things are OK and
you endure the service. To the outside observer you may appear to be your
normal self but you know you aren’t. You may mishear words, make mistakes
and be slow to kneel or stand at the appropriate time. What you are doing is
thinking about those errant words or actions that happened before the service.
You wear your mask to keep from crying, lashing out or getting into a loud verbal altercation, that will surely be heard throughout the church.
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We wear masks as protection. There is
the face that we show to the public, perhaps smiling, confident, strong, helpfulness, these are some of the positive attributes we show. We can also show
negatives, indifference, anger or sorrow
as our daily public face. Yet there is another side of us that we do not show, it is
often the opposite or the private side of
our life that we don’t want to show anyone. To better know what I am saying,
get a plate and set it down on the counter or table. Look into the plate side that
is facing you, you can see whatever is
there. Now what about the underside of
that plate you can’t see it, yet – it is
there. This underside is what is private
to us and hidden from others. We let only a trusted few see this side of us.
It is virtually impossible to exist without
masks. Through our life experiences we
have learned how to cope, live and work
with others. Imagine how difficult it might be if we were 100% honest in our actions and feelings. If we refused to wear masks it would be if we thought it we
said it; if we felt it we acted it. How much civility would there be in your world
among your family, friends and acquaintances.
100% honesty, I don’t think so. There is a place for masks and there is most
probably a place for that little white (positive) lie. That little white lie can sometimes be told to keep the peace, to instill confidence, to enhance self respect
and to heal an injury. That little white lie can be a masking of our feelings that
we present, hopefully, in a positive light. That little white lie can be a situational
coping tool too.
In light of what I have written, I can say you don’t really know me. You know only what I have shown you or let you see. Like the underside of the plate there
can be more to me and also to you. Our masks help us to cope and have a fair
and organized society. What say you?
Lionel
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Christie’s Corner

Thanks to Christie and Bob, the Bauer girls are back. Please encourage them
to attend Sunday School and church regularly. We miss them when they are
not here.
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Bishop’s Page
THREE PILLARS OF CHRISTIAN LIVING
One of the great classics of American Buddhism is Philip Kapleau’s Three Pillars of Zen. His pillar metaphor might be borrowed from Islam, which has four or
five pillars depending on who you are reading. What sticks in my mind is the pillar image and for Christianity three is decidedly the right number. I am convinced that there are three pillars of Christian living, three pillars of the way to
godly joy and the peace that passes all human understanding. But pillars must
rest on a foundation – so let me start briefly with the foundation.
The Foundation
The foundation of Christian living is our relationship with Jesus – but not just the
Jesus in our heads, not just the Jesus we imagine, not just the Jesus we read
about in the Bible. The Biblical teachings of Jesus are very clear, and the Epistles are very clear, that we encounter Jesus in each other. The Kingdom is
found in the relational space among us. That is why we need the Church. Just
as a Buddhist cannot practice without a sangha, a Christian needs the Church.
Christ is present sometimes through others who support, encourage, and inspire us – other times through people who are hurt, angry, and confused needing our ministry – sometimes through those who try our patience. But always
Christ meets us, challenges us, inspires and grounds us through our communion, community, and communication.
That foundation requires constant shoring up. I see encouraging signs of healing and reconciliation in our Church relationships these days in many parts of
the diocese. Other broken relationships are still painfully obvious. Other broken
relationships are so broken there is a taboo on even speaking of them, so I can
only recognize their presence through vague references and by watching behavior patterns, like an astronomer recognizing a black hole by the motion of
nearby planets.
Continued attention to our relationships, finding opportunities for people who
are not speaking to actually talk with one another, must remain our first priority.
If you missed my article on this last July, you might want to check it out on my
blog. See “Are They Still Fighting?” June 30,2013. http://
bishopdansblog.blogspot.com/2013/06/are-they-still-fighting-how-christian.html
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The Three Pillars of Christian living are Mission, Stewardship, and Evangelism.
There is a chicken and egg relationship between the Three Pillars and the
Foundation. Obviously, we cannot accomplish our part of God’s Mission without
solid relationships among the people doing the mission. We cannot practice
Stewardship in a broken community because Stewardship depends on trusting
the group. It is the same with Evangelism. We cannot invite people into a broken family. Most of them already have one. But, here’s the kicker. We cannot
form a healthy community except in the context of mission stewardship, and
evangelism. To put a point on it:
We cannot form a healthy community except in the context of mission, stewardship, and evangelism!!!
Without those pillars, our relationships will be torn by individual agendas. Just
as community is essential to the Three Pillars, the Three Pillars are essential to
community. They all go together.
Mission: The First Pillar
Our raison d’etre, our reason to exist, is as essential to life as air. (Victor Frankl,
Man’s Search For Meaning). Individuals can only find that meaning in our relationships with each other. We find our purpose not as solitary hermits but in
community. (Bishop Tutu, We cannot be human without each other.) The
Church is the Christian Community and its purpose for existing is to continue
Jesus’ mission. He states that mission at Luke 4:18ff. But to put it simply, we
see Jesus’/our mission in three parts: healing, feeding, and liberating.
Cumulatively, Jesus changed lives and gave us the job of changing lives. We
change lives in three ways. The first is healing. That can be physical, spiritual,
emotional, or relational. Forgiveness and reconciliation are part and parcel of
healing. “He heals the broken hearted and binds up their wounds.” Ps. 147.
Isaiah 61 (the model of Jesus mission) “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to
bind up the broken hearted.”
Feeding today is often quite literal. We have the hungry around the world and in
our own neighborhoods. Our best-established ministries are literal food ministries. But feeding is more than nutrition. It includes teaching, spiritual support,
providing people with the strength and courage for life. Feeding can be pastoral
care. It can be partnering with a neighborhood school. It can be supporting
character building scouting or providing a place for safe, wholesome fun for
young people. It can be providing young parents a night out. There are many
forms of feeding.
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Liberating is setting people free from social structures that hold them back from
becoming who God created them to become. Our fight against human trafficking is the clearest example. Working with prison inmates and helping the recently released inmates reintegrate into the community is another clear example. The fear that constrains the lives of immigrants is another shackle that we
could break.
Our Mission is to the world. That includes each other. When we invite people
into our community. It is not to reinforce ourselves. It is so we can be better
healers for them. But most of our healing mission is to the world. Dietrich Bonheoffer called Jesus “the man for others” and said that the church is special because we “exist to serve those who are not our members.” We are not all
agreed on this. I know some of us explicitly want the church to be a “club” for
each other and no one else. I understand the need. I understand the fear. But
Jesus calls us beyond that need and fear to a larger life. It is fine to form such
inward looking clubs, but not to pretend they are the Church. To do so would be
a hypocritical claiming of the name of Jesus while rejecting his message and it
would be a corruption of the sacraments. We are the Church if and only if “the
Spirit of the Lord is upon us” to do all Jesus did – to heal, feed, and liberate a
broken, hungry, enslaved world.
Stewardship: The Second Pillar
The peace and joy of Christian life come from the triumph of faith over fear.
Stewardship is purely and simply the spirituality of faith overcoming fear – not
as an abstraction but in actual practice. We put our toe in the baptismal water of
Christian living when we devote our resources to the Kingdom Mission through
our Church.
For our Church to bless us with Christian peace and joy, it has to do two things:
1. Teach us the spirituality of faith over fear; and 2. Engage us in a part of God’s
mission that we can recognize as more important, richer in meaning, more worthy of our life and its resources than our individual projects. One year at my last
parish it came time for the Fall Pledge Drive. We really hadn’t done much mission that year. So I told the Chair of the Stewardship Committee that I knew he
had to go through the motions, but that I was not expecting much and didn’t
think he should either. You can’t harvest where you haven’t planted. But over
time we did engage in mission and we tripled the amount our people chose to
give to support that mission.
Stewardship is how we bless two people: the giver and the receiver. The
Church is the connection between the two. The Mission is how we make that
connection. When we make it, the world lights up. I commend for your
8
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reading Fearless Church Fundraising by Charles LeFond. He means the title to
say a lot more than is immediately obvious. He means our fundraising is how
our Church can become fearless, which is another way of saying faithful – full of
faith.
Evangelism: The Third Pillar
One could rightly call Evangelism part of Mission. But I name it separately because it really does something distinctive from the rest of Mission and too often
I see Churches that do not want to do Evangelism just folding it into other parts
of Mission to as to muffle the fact that they have passed on The Great Commission. (Matthew 28: 16-20)
Evangelism is not selling a product. It is sharing hope. When I discover a good
nutritional supplement or workout plan, I tell my friends. If I see a good movie or
read a good book, I tell my friends. If I find something that gives me life, and if I
care about other people, I want to share it with them. If our spiritual life is flourishing in a Church that is: 1. A healthy, dynamic community; 2. Working together
in a genuine mission of healing, feeding, and liberating; 3. Where we discover
peace and joy coming from the triumph of faith over fear – then we will want to
share that with others.
There are a lot of books that make the case for why we should do authentic
evangelism. My favorites are Transforming Evangelism by Gortner and Biblical
Perspectives on Evangelism by Brueggemann. But if you don’t need to be sold
on the why and are ready to go straight to the how, the best book I’ve found yet
for evangelism in our time is Speaking Faithfully by Naughton and Wilson.
But here’s another kicker: When we share with people outside the walls what a
great thing is happening in our community, we experience our community in a
different way ourselves. We value each other more when we have told others
out the community. We are more willing to support our community with our resources if we know we are going to be giving it to other people we care for.
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Conclusion
I hope nothing I have said here is new to you. You know the importance of each
the Foundation and you know the importance of the Three Pillars. What I hope
to elucidate is the interconnectedness. I have heard churches divide up and
squabble over inreach vs. outreach, etc. But the truth is that they are all of one
piece. Almost all of the petty church fights that cripple us spiritually arise because we haven’t bound ourselves together in the Mission, Stewardship, and
Evangelism that lift our hearts and minds above the need to get our way. Yes,
we need a lot of healing in our relationships in order to engage effectively in
Mission, Stewardship, and Evangelism. But it is only through engaging in Mission, Stewardship, and Evangelism – as best we can right now – that we can
heal and build our relationships – the relationships in which we will experience
the Kingdom of God.
BD
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This And That

Huston and Rick share a humorous moment concerning Huston”s comment
about Rick’s sermon. Rick mentioned “Blue Laws” and Huston related a story that when he was flying he had a layover in Boston on a Sunday and was
told that the only place he could find a drink on Sunday was in church.
Have you tried the Tamales? They
are delicious, you won’t be disappointed.
Bell House
Have something scheduled at the
Bell House? Please contact Thelma 702-889-3929 don’t assume that
it is available. The person on the
schedule gets the house. Thanks
Thelma
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This And That

Janet sent us an email that she had received concerning a study done of a
choir. When they sang, their breathing and heart rhythm was in sync. If we
had a heart monitor on Marianna and Barbara, I’ll bet that they would be in
sync.
Bus Trip to Convention
Price is $100.00 per person round trip. Bus will leave Arizona Charlie's Evergreen St. Parking Lot (off Decatur) at 7 a.m. sharp on October 10, 2013. Reservations and money must be made by October 1, 2013. Make checks payable to St. Matthew's and send to Thelma L. Northrup, 5805 W. Harmon Ave.
#18, Las Vegas, Nv. 89103. For reservations, call 702-889-3929 Thanks
Thelma
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This And That

13

Visitors
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is
their first visit to St. Matthew’s. You just might make a new friend or add a new member.
Barbara Ysaquirre visited with us August 4, 2013. Lionel had met her before so she seemed to feel at home.
Please welcome her the next time that
you see her.

Belinda Hunter visited 8/18 and came
back 8/25 to welcome Hazel. She has
been with us every Sunday since.

Hazel visited us 8/25/2013. She
stayed to visit after the service and
we hope that she will come back
again.
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Visitors
If you see someone at church that you do not recognize, introduce yourself and ask if it is
their first visit to St. Matthew’s. You just might make a new friend or add a new member.
Amy and her husband Steven
Skwarkowski (Our own Amy) and her
brother Will worshiped with us
8/25/2013. It was so good to meet
Steven and see Amy and Will again.
They promised to come back soon.

Pam’s youngest daughter, Amanda and
her family surprised us all with a visit
8/25/2013. Charles, Amanda and Keith
were visiting from Hilister, Texas.

Aja, Sylvia’s granddaughter was in
church Sunday, 8/25/2013. She left
Wednesday, 8/28/2013 to begin her
first year at UNR.
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Warden’s Words
A LITTLE SHOPPE TALK
ST. MATTHEW, PAINT ON LINEN
Every Monday volunteers sort, price,
and organize donations for the Yard
Sale. I was going through a garbage
bag full of dirty, wet, smelly clothes
that had been sitting outside in the sun
all weekend. I pulled out what seemed
to be a dish towel, but, something
prompted me to look further. The item
was all wadded up, so the rest of the
“girls” and I attempted to flatten it.
What we saw made us decide to undertake restoration. It took the better
part of the next 6 weeks to find a cleaner that would try to clean the piece and
get out the water stains.
Meanwhile, I began research of the information printed on the piece regarding the
Book of Kells. This book is considered to be a sacred work of art and is one of the
finest examples of an illuminated manuscript in existence. The book is a series of
intricate calligraphic manuscripts, in Latin text, making up the four Gospels. It was
produced over a period of 250 years, from the 6th century (500 A.D.) to the 9th
century (1000 A.D.). The pages are painted or drawn on calfskin. In Irish folklore,
the book is referred to as The Book of Angels. Currently, the original is housed in
the Trinity College Library, Dublin, Ireland. It contains 680 pages, and, only 2 do
not have color painting and color calligraphy. Some of the pages are in glass cases for the public to see, including the paintings of St. Matthew and St. John.
In the 1940’s, the Book of Kells was hand copied by monks in a monastery in Ireland. Our “Paint on Linen St. Matthew” falls into this time frame as the monastery
was destroyed in 1950 and no more copies were made.
Further information can be found re: Book of Kells at several sites on the internet:
http://history medren, about.com/od/book of Kell. You can also go to “Images from
the Book of Kells.” Lithographic copies can be ordered on-line for $14.95.
Please come to the unveiling of this work of art on Saturday night, September 21,
2013, the Day of Celebration of St. Matthew. A big THANK YOU to DAN DEE
DRY CLEANERS, 4172 Boulder Hwy, (SE corner where Desert Inn becomes
Lamb).
Carol Wolverton.
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Warden’s Words
September 7, 2013
Baptism - 1PM
September 8, 2013
Vestry Meeting—12 Noon
September 14, 2013 Yard Sale 8AM—1 PM
September 15, 2013 MULTI-CULTURAL MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY FIESTA Will be held on Sunday, September 15 by the MISA congregation. There
will be no Service at 2 p.m. Event time is 1-6 p.m. All are invited. For more information, contact Anna Maldonado.
September 21, 2013 ST. MATTHEW’S DAY CELEBRATION The Service on this
day will be at 4 p.m. We will celebrate by having a spaghetti dinner and special
unveiling. Menu consists of: Caesar Salad with dressing, Spaghetti (red or white
sauce available), bread (plain or with garlic), spumoni. Please use the sign up
sheet on the Bulletin board in church so we know how much food to prepare. This
will not be a fund-raiser, but, the donation jar will be prominently displayed.
September 23, 2013 Clergy Meeting
October 2, 2013 Reserved by Fr. Jorge 1 PM
October 10-13, 2013 - Diocesan Convention
October 12, 2013 Yard Sale 8AM—1 PM
October 13, 2013 Vestry Meeting if quorum met
October 25, 2013 Trunk N Treat
October 28, 2013 Clergy Meeting
November 2, 2013 - SMD Meeting at St. Luke’s
November 9, 2013 - Yard Sale 8AM—1 PM
November 10, 2013 - Vestry Meeting
November 16, 2013 - Reserved by Fr. Jorge 3 PM
November 25, 2013 - Clergy Meeting
November 28, 2013 - Thanksgiving Service Followed by Dinner
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Warden’s Words
AUGUST VESTRY MINUTES - The Minutes are taken by Thelma Northrup. The following is a short version by Marianna.
Christie (Leavitt) is recruiting teachers for Sunday School and may have a couple lined
up that will teach and Jackie (Shipman) will remain as the assistant.
Anna (Maldonado) reported that the 2 p.m. people are having choir practice and Bible
Study on Thursday nights.
Ralph (Armstrong) had a bid from Lowe’s and Home Depot for the windows in the back
of the church. Lowe’s bid was $4,014.00 and Home Depot was $2,664.00. These were
without blinds inside the glass as those would be more expensive. Thelma had given
Jack the name of “Davis Glass” since she had a friend that used them and said their
prices are reasonable. In addition, they carry the Lexan that we are wanting for the cover over the Guadalupe Statue. (As of this printing, Ralph has had Davis Glass to the
church - no bid price as yet).
Our fire extinguishers were installed in March 2006 and, after checking the tags, it was
found that they have never been inspected. They are supposed to be checked at least
every 3 months. Jack (Reasoner) is going to take care of calling the Fire Dept. to find
out who/how to do the inspection.
Jack has repaired the hole in the front of the church where the leaking water pipe was
repaired. Next he will paint it. He also installed the vent cover in the St. Francis Chapel
that’s been off since the construction.
Valerie (Hartlage) will check to see if we can get tract material in the Narthex in Spanish.
Pledge letters will go out on/about October 13. The first 3 weeks of November is the
Gratitude Campaign. Gail (Doloway) will need speakers for each service on the 3rd Sat.
and Sundays.
Carol (Wolverton) reported that Daughters of the King has submitted all reports to National and the Diocese and all dues have been paid.
Valerie is chairperson of the Spaghetti Dinner Sept. 21, St. Matthew’s Day. She will be
down at the church no later than 3 p.m. The menu is Caesar Salad, bread w/butter and
bread w/butter-garlic, noodles, red sauce, white sauce. Barb (Klein) will look into Spumoni for desert. Various tasks were assigned to vestry members in support of the dinner.
There was discussion whether to charge for dinner or ask for donations. It was decided
to ask for donations.

Thelma spoke about the bus trip to Fallon & the need to pick a hotel to stay at
since there is no convention hotel. It was decided to stay at the Holiday Inn Express.
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The Columbarium at St. Matthew’s
A columbarium is a permanent resting place for cremated remains. Columbarium
is a Latin word for dovecote or a nesting place for doves. The dove of peace,
symbol of the Holy Spirit, is also a symbol of the Resurrection. In a columbarium,
cremated remains are placed in recessed compartments called niches. Each metal niche is enclosed with a front of bronze, to which is attached a metal identification plate with the deceased’s name, and the dates of birth and death. Our columbarium is located in the Chapel of St. Francis.
Historically, the church has been the final resting place of its deceased members–
either within the church building or an associated burial ground. Burial inside the
church was reserved to honor noteworthy clergy, royalty, nobles, and other important citizens. A columbarium allows all of God’s people, so desiring, to be buried within the church building.
To reserve a niche, please contact a member of the columbarium committee
which include: Clergy: Rev. Christie Leavitt and Rev. Lionel Starkes; Church
Treasurer: Gail Doloway; or members of the Perpetual Care Committee: Marianna
Gorczyca, Warden; Barbara Klein, or Carol Wolverton. The one-time fee is four
hundred fifty dollars ($450.00) and you may choose from any available niche. The
engraving, placement of the plaque, and the assurance of perpetual care are included in the purchase fee.
You are invited to take a few moments to stop by for a quiet place for prayer and
meditation as well as the comfort and enjoyment of the symbols of the Resurrection.
Carol Wolverton
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The Columbarium at St. Matthew’s
COLUMBARIUM DEDICATION/COMMEMORATION
On 24 August Lionel presided over the dedication of our columbarium and commemoration ceremony for Robert (Bob) and Phyllis Mathews. The columbarium
is located in the St. Francis Chapel and was donated by Bob in memory of his
wife, Phyllis. On that night, Bob and Phyllis’ daughter, Priscilla, and three grandsons were present for the ceremony. They were very pleased and a little awed
with the columbarium and our great St. Matthew’s turnout. Of course, we had
potluck after the ceremony. The Columbarium is more beautiful than I imagined
and incorporates a new altar made of walnut.
: Marianna Gorczyca
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Prayer List
Names

Prayer of Concern

Alex & Candy
Audrey
Barbara
Cathie
Diana
Dorothy
Eleanor
Joe & Goldie
Judith
Fr. Lloyd
Margaret
Mary P
Matthew
Nina & Paul
Pat
Peggy
Sandy & Angie
Suzie
Taryn (Holy Spirit)
Taryn’s family
Valerie
Rick

Healing
Healing
Comfort, strength, peace
Comfort
Strength
Strength, healing
Healing, comfort
Comfort, strength; death of daughter
Healing, peace
Healing, comfort, strength
Healing
Healing, relief from pain, comfort
Inner peace, strength
Comfort, healing, strength
Healing, comfort
Peace, faith
Strength
Healing
Blessings, stable health
Comfort
Comfort, strength, peace
Healing, strength, comfort

Holy Spirit Church
Guidance
St Matthew’s Family
Compassion for all
Men & Women of Armed Services Safety
For those who travel
Blessings
Citizens of Haiti
Recovery, comfort, strength, peace
Call Carolyn Shannon at 702/454-7757 or Rose Marie Pickell at 702/736-6917 to
advise concerns and/or thanksgiving. 9/1/13
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Church Leadership
Warden
Marianna Gorczyca*
Associate Warden Barbara Klein
Treasurer
Gail Doloway

DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS
Worship:
Rev. Christie Leavitt
Rev. Lionel Starkes
Rev. Jorge Hernandez
Music:
Janet Tyler
Service:
Rev. Carolyn Shannon
Rev. Pamela Radke
Postulant:
Richard Smallwood
Administrator:
Debbie Preston
Buildings & Grounds: Ralph Armstrong and Jack Reasoner *
Education:
Christie Leavitt *
Evangelism:
Valerie Hartlage *
Worship:
Carol Wolverton *
Family Concerns:
Anna Maldonado *
Fellowship:
Addie Arnold *
Stewardship:
Gail Doloway *
Priest Associate:
Rev. Jan Olandese
Prayer List:
Rose Marie Pickell & Rev. Carolyn Shannon
The Call:
Larry Wood
*Denotes Vestry Member
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