May 2014 Part 1

Sunday, June 22, 2014
9:47 PM

The Call

We are to Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of the
Living God and the Bible is the Inspired Word of God.

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
4709 South Nellis Blvd.

Las Vegas, NV 89121
702-451-2483
stmatts@Ilvcoxmail.com
http://stmatthewslv.net/home.html|
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Dedication

This month’s Call is dedicated to Rick
Smallwood who will be ordained a dea-
con in the Episcopal Church, this Sunday,
May 4, 2014 at 4 PM. Don’t miss the or-
dination. Rick has come a long way on
his journey to become a priest in the
Episcopal Church. He needs our prayers
and support. Pot luck supper to follow.

P A Richard Lewis Smallwood, “Rick”, was
~——e : born on the cutting edge of the Baby
Boom following World War Il in Wash-
ington, DC. His father was a disabled
war veteran who worked for the De-
partment of Agriculture and his mother
was also a civil service worker at Agri-
culture. Rick was the eldest of three
children who were all reared in rural
Maryland. Being a near cradle Episco-
palian growing up in St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church, he found a home in which
the church was one of the focal points
for activities in the local community.
Following graduation from high school

he attended Montgomery Junior College but dropped out after one semester and
entered active duty in the United States Navy. This experience matured him and
enabled him to complete a Bachelor’s of Science degree, using off-duty education
and ultimately led to a commission as a Surface Warfare Officer. During his Navy
service he went back and married, Jeanne, the girl who he first met during his ini-
tial college experience and she has been by his side ever since.
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Dedication P2

Shortly before going to Vietnam in
1967, he read the book “A Taste of
New Wine” by Keith Miller. This book
had a strong impact on his life, and re-
sulted in his becoming a committed
Christian. This event could be viewed
as the beginnings of his seriously in-
vestigating his faith and the first inkling
of a call. His two sons, Douglas and
Kenneth, subsequently, were born one
after each of his Vietnam tours. After
Vietnam, Rick was assigned to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington,
DC. He went back to his home parish
and spoke with the priest about his feelings of a call. This resulted in an appoint-
ment with the Bishop of Washington, DC. At this meeting he was told that he cur-
rently did not have the qualifications to enter a formation process and that openings
in the diocese were extremely limited at best. His priest told him not to be discour-
aged and that he should continue to prepare himself for a future time when the situ-
ation would be different. The end result was that his commitment to the Navy end-
ed up taking precedence and proved to be the best path for supporting the family.
After serving on seven ships and two submarines, plus several shore tours his 30
year Navy career came to an end. He then moved to rural Arkansas where he was
a realtor and business owner and worked several other jobs. He also was a volun-
teer fire fighter and was appointed as one of the Fire Commissioners who over saw
the department. After 11 years with the boys grown and on their own, Rick and
Jeanne sold out and hit the road as full time RV’ers and Texans. This was a won-
derful life, seeing much of the US and doing several work camping jobs with the US
Forrest Service and occasional local jobs. In 2006 they left the road and settled in
San Antonio, TX. The Bishop of the Diocese of West TX during his annual visit
spoke of the great need for priests and that many changes were occurring. This
made him think about his feelings of a call that he had felt for a long time, but had
never before been able to fully actualize. He started working with his priest and the
bishop and realized that this was something that he must do. Unfortunately, after
over a year of pursuing the priesthood the bishop decided that only native Texan’s
who had grown up and worked in a small town and would now serve in that town
would be permitted to continue in the local ordination program.
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Dedication P3

The bishop also felt that Rick was too old to start seminary as a postulate from the
diocese. However, the bishop told him that if he found a diocese that wanted him
for a formation process; that he would support his move. This led to a door opening
in Nevada, and Bishop Dan providing an opportunity to fully participate in the for-
mation process. Starting at Grace in the Desert and then being moved to St Mat-
thew’s, Rick has studied and taken classes from a myriad of sources and his work
as an EFM mentor have all been critical in his preparation. These four years have
taught him much about what it means to serve in a parish and how much the indi-
vidual members’ influence are a part of the formation process. Now on the eve of
his ordination to the Deaconate and looking back over 19 plus moves and many
Episcopal churches that they have attended in almost 48 years of marriage they
know that warm feeling of support and will continue God’s journey. Come and
show Rick that warm support this Sunday at 4 PM.
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Dedication P4

By the Grace of God”
And with the People Consenting
Thie Righit Reverend Dan Fawards,
Bishop of Nevada,

will ordain

Richiard Lewis Smallwood

70 the Sacred Order of Deacons

Sunday, May £ 2014
00 p.omn.
al
St. Matthiew's Zpiscopal Chiurch
24709 S. Nellis Boutevard

Las Vegas, Nevada

Your prayers and presence are requested.

aergy: white stoles

If you are unable to attend,

messages of collegtal support

Can be sent to:
Rick Smallvood
5600 Beaclh MUl Way

Las Vegas, NV 89150
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